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Latter-day Saints the necessity of a close
application of the principles of the gospel
in our lives, conduct, and words and all
that we do; and it requires the whole man,
the whole life to be devoted to improve-
ment in order to come to knowledge of the
truth as it is in Jesus Christ. Herein is the
fullness of perfection. It was couched in the
character of our Savior; although but a
scanty portion of it was made manifest to
the people, in consequence of their not
being able to receive it. All they were pre-
pared to receive He gave them. All we are
prepared to receive the Lord gives us; all
that the nations of the earth are prepared to
receive He imparts unto them.

The inhabitants of the earth do not ac-
knowledge the Lord as they should. There
are very few but who believe in a Supreme
Being; but do they honor God? No, they
take His name in vain. Do they believe
Him to be what He is? No, they so far
mystify the character of Deity that it is
impossible for the people to understand it.
Do they reverence His name? No. If they
believe in a God, He is so far off that they
never can get near Him; they know noth-
ing about the conduct of this Being; and
He is so far off in their imaginations that
He knows nothing about the children of
men; at least such is the feeling amongst
them, and yet many of the so-called Chris-
tians say His center is everywhere and His
circumference nowhere. They have mysti-
fied the affairs of salvation to that degree
that the whole world of mankind have lost
that reverence that is due to the Supreme
Being.

The Latter-day Saints have received the
Spirit of the Lord; the proof is here in the
gathering and the oneness of the people.
Have the Elders of Israel been to any
other country but this? Yes. To preach
the Gospel? Yes. Have they been to Eng-
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land and preached the gospel there? Yes.
Have the people believed? Yes. Where is
your proof? The proof is that they have left
all, if they had anything, and have come up
to the gathering place where the Saints are
assembled. The Elders have also preached
through the different nations of Europe so
far as they were allowed to do so. In some
countries the law would not permit them;
but the Lord will yet revolutionize those
nations until the door will be opened and
the gospel will be preached to all. Have the
people believed? A few of them. But we
gather the poorest of the people, the un-
learned, and a few of the learned; but gen-
erally, we gather those who are poor, who
wish to be redeemed; who feel the oppres-
sion the high and the proud have made
them endure; they have felt a wish to be
delivered, and consequently their ears were
open to receive the truth. Take those who
are in the enjoyment of all the luxuries of
this life, and their ears are stopped up; they
cannot hear; but go to the poor, to those
who are in poverty and want, and they are
looking every way for deliverance, and
when they hear the Elders preach their ears
are open to hear and their hearts are
touched with the Spirit of the Lord, and
many of them have believed. These are
they that we gather together.

Now, when we look around upon the
Latter-day Saints, in a temporal point of
view, we are proud of them. I have been
in countries where the men, women, and
children had to labor—wearying their
lives out of them to get the bread neces-
sary to keep their lives in them. I have
gone to bed many a time, and when I
have turned down the bed I would find
the sheet patched from end to end, so
that I would wonder which was the orig-
inal sheet. I have also known young
ladies—I do not know that I ought



