
though the credit is given to this individ-
ual, and that individual. But where did
they get the knowledge from, have they it
in and of themselves? No, they must ac-
knowledge that, if they cannot make one
spear of grass grow, nor one hair white or
black without artificial aid, they are de-
pendent upon the Supreme Being just the
same as the poor and the ignorant. Where
have we received the knowledge to con-
struct the labor-saving machinery for
which the present age is remarkable? From
Heaven. Where have we received our
knowledge of astronomy, or the power to
make glasses to penetrate the immensity of
space? We received it from the same Being
that Moses, and those who were before
him, received their knowledge from; the
same Being who told Noah that the world
should be drowned and its people de-
stroyed. From Him has every astronomer,
artist and mechanician that ever lived on
the earth obtained his knowledge. By Him,
too, has the power to receive from one an-
other, been bestowed, and to search into
the deep things pertaining to this earth and
every principle connected with it.

We can receive all this in our education
here; but to acquire a knowledge of these
principles, time and study are required. Let a
child go to school, and he commences with
a, b, c, and goes on to a-b, ab, and then to
words of two or three syllables until he is pre-
pared for a higher course of studies. No child
can learn algebra or common arithmetic at
first, but he has to go on day by day, just as
you and I have to do. We have learned many
things concerning the Kingdom of God
upon the earth, and we can learn still more.
But with all we have learned, are we pre-
pared, Latter-day Saints, to put our trust 
in God implicitly? No, we are not. How

do we know? By the acts of the people and
by our own experience. This is in conse-
quence of the evil and the power of Satan
that is in the world through the fall. He has
beguiled the inhabitants of the earth, and
has thrown a mist before their eyes so that
they cannot see the providences of God.
Who is it can see the power by which the
leaves of yonder trees grow? Can you see
and understand it? No; why? Because there
is a veil dropped over the eyes and minds
of the children of men, so that they cannot
behold the providences of God nor His
handiwork in all nature. We are deprived of
this knowledge; but we can begin to see
and understand through receiving the
Gospel. But we have still a great deal to
learn.

It is said that “obedience is better than
sacrifice.” It is far better. When I look at
the Latter-day Saints—and when I say you,
I reckon myself—(I, Brigham, am with
you), where are we? What do we under-
stand? How far have we advanced? What
do we expect to receive? How are we look-
ing at things pertaining to this world? We
have received the first principles of the
Gospel; and we have received the spirit of
the Gospel; but do we live so as to increase
in this day by day? That is the question.
Do we live our religion so that we improve
on all the knowledge that God has given
us? Do we live up to the light that the Lord
has revealed? You may answer this ques-
tion. The Latter-day Saints, as a people, are
a very good people, they are excellent; 
they have come to a oneness that is 
most remarkable—astonishing to ourselves,
and also to others. But are we one yet? No,
not exactly; we have a great deal to learn
before we come to a unity of the faith 
and see eye to eye as the people of God
have to do in the latter days. We see some
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