
things, but we do not see all that is for our
best interest; if we did we would live our
religion.

Now, my brethren and sisters, from the
high and from the lower circles of life, find
if you can on the face of the earth a gentle-
man or lady, that is, one who is a true gen-
tleman or a true lady (we have many that
are called gentlemen and ladies); but you
find one in the strict sense of the word,
that is, as I would interpret the word, and
you will find a man or woman that would
border very closely on an angel. Every word
that they speak will be seasoned with grace:
every act of their lives would be as nigh as
mortals can come to angels; nothing per-
taining to them low, degrading, or dis-
graceful. You find a gentleman and you will
find a man who possesses a heart full of
charity, faith, and love, full of good works,
whose hand is always open to do good to
every creature. You find a lady, and she is
one who is ready to impart wisdom,
knowledge, truth, and every virtuous and
holy principle to her sisters and her fellow
beings. These are the true lady and gentle-
man; but they are of a higher order than
those we now call ladies and gentlemen.
You may say my definition is incorrect. Be
it so, it matters not to me. I have my own
views with regard to these things. I look
upon the Latter-day Saints as being a very
good people, but very far from what they
should be. “Well, we must have time to
grow,” says one. Very true, we cannot learn
even the “First Reader” in a day. When we
commenced going to school we learned a
little today, and a little more tomorrow,
and a little more the next day, and so added
knowledge to knowledge; and by and by
you and I have to come to a unity of the
faith. This is the Gospel—the plan of sal-
vation—that we believe in. This is the 
doctrine we preach to the people—to

purify ourselves as He is pure; to sanctify
the Lord God in our hearts, that we may
be counted worthy to receive His blessings
and be sustained by Him.

We know very well that the name “Mor-
mon” is rudely applied to the Latter-day
Saints, and we know very well what the
world thinks of us; but what matters it to
us? Nothing. Suppose that we had the
power to take the poor and the ignorant,
the low and the degraded who are trodden
underfoot by the great and the powerful
among earth’s inhabitants, and bring them
together and purify them and fill them
with knowledge and understanding and
make a nation of them worthy of admira-
tion, what would you say to this? O, ye in-
habitants of the earth, can you do it? The
Lord can. Well it is such a people that I am
looking upon; this is the people I expect to
be saved with. I am proud of them. Not
proud of their ignorance or meanness; not
proud of their wickedness by any means.
But I am proud to think that we have re-
ceived the gospel and are enabled to sanc-
tify ourselves if we are disposed to. I delight
in the Latter-day Saints, because of their
obedience to these principles, and not be-
cause of their rough, uncouth course of life.

Now, it is for us to perfect ourselves by
these principles. We have received the
gospel and have been baptized for the re-
mission of our sins. Is there anything
wrong in this? No, the Christian world
profess to believe the Old and New Testa-
ments; the Jews say they believe the Old
Testament. We believe both, and that is
not all, we believe in the Book of Mor-
mon and the Doctrine and Covenants
given by the Lord to Joseph Smith and by
him to the Church. We also believe if 
we were destitute of the Spirit of the 
Lord, and our eyes were closed so that we
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