
could not see and understand things as
they are by the spirit of revelation, we
might say farewell to all these books, no
matter how numerous. If we had all the
revelation given since the days of Adam
and were without the spirit of revelation to
be and abide in the midst of the people, it
would be impossible for us to be saved in
the celestial Kingdom of God. The world
look upon us as a set of fanatics for believ-
ing this; but that does not matter at all to
us. We have our course before us; the path
for us to tread in is marked out. What is it?
It is march on, march on, ye Latter-day
Saints, to the higher orders of life in this
world. March on, ye Latter-day Saints,
until you are prepared to receive life ever-
lasting in the presence of the Father and
the Son. What matters it what the world
say? That makes no difference to us, not in
the least. But I will tell you what concerns
us, to order our lives in accordance with
the principles of the gospel that we have
embraced. Let a Christian live his religion
and he is honored and thought much of by
his brethren and friends and acquaintances.
And even the wicked contemplate a man or
woman who lives his or her religion with a
feeling of reverence, and they involuntarily
honor that being who honors his God. The
vilest wretch that lives on the face of the
earth looks with reverence on a person who
is a true follower of Jesus, and cannot help
it. If we respect ourselves we will shape our
lives accordingly. If we do so, we shall be-
come pure and holy. Is there anything
wrong in this? No; neither is there the least
wrong in the world in acknowledging the
hand of God in all things. If I had the skill
given me today to construct a machine by
which we could pass from nation to nation
in the atmosphere as they now do on terra

firma on the railway, would there be any
harm in acknowledging God in this? I
should receive the knowledge from Him; it
is not independent in and of myself. I am
dependent upon Him for every breath I
draw and for every blessing I receive. If
you, ye nations or wise men of the earth,
are not dependent upon Him, we would
like to see you act independently. Let a
man who thinks he has power independent
of God—if there be such a man—take a
grain of wheat, rye, barley, or a kernel of
corn from the element God has ordained
and organized for its development, and see
if he can make it grow. All acknowledge
that it cannot be done. Well, then, there
would be no harm in acknowledging God
in all things. But, here I pause a moment;
I do not mean that we should acknowledge
the hand of God in a man or woman doing
wrong; but I will acknowledge the hand of
God in sustaining the individual while he
does it. No matter what wrong a human
being may commit he or she is sustained
by the Almighty while doing it. But the act
is of the creature and not the Creator. We
should acknowledge the hand of God in all
things. And if we do this we will live our
religion a little better than we have.

O, ye my sisters, will not you improve
a little? Shall I come to our own capacity
here today? Yes; then let us look a little and
see what is for our advantage. How many
of my brethren and sisters are there who
have a mint or a bank to go to with an in-
exhaustible fountain of wealth? None; we
are poor. We gathered poor. It is true that
we are decently clad; but why not go to
the fields and take the straw and make
your hats and bonnets, and save that
means to send for the poor Saints? Would
ten thousand dollars pay for the hats 
and bonnets worn by this congregation
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