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today? By no means. But suppose that we
say five thousand, that amount had better
be used in sending for the poor than in
spending it in articles the material for
which can be gathered and manufactured
right here. I see a very few straw hats in this
congregation today with straw trimmings,
made by the hands of the wearers perhaps,
and can you beat them for beauty with im-
ported articles? No, you cannot. Well, these
are lessons we try to teach the people all the
time. We teach men who have been in the
factory all their lives how to prepare the
ground, to plant potatoes, corn, squash,
cucumbers, onions, and cabbage, that they
may have something to eat when the
dreary storms of winter overtake them.
And thus we teach the people how to live.
This is our business. If you do not learn to
live here, how can you live hereafter? If you
do not understand the things of this life,
how can you understand the things per-
taining to the life to come? Just as the
apostle says with regard to loving one an-
other—“If you say you love God and hate
your brother, you deny your own words:
for how can you hate him whom you have
seen, and love Him whom you have not
seen?” You cannot do it. We make the ap-
plication here, how can we understand
things a thousand years ahead if we do not
understand what is here today? We take
children, and teach the little girl to spin,
weave, and knit her stockings; and the
boys to drive team, plow, to go to the
field to hoe and prepare the ground, and to
sow the seed so that they may have food to
eat. What next? Why, say your prayers al-
ways before going to work. Never forget
that. A father—the head of the family—
should never miss calling his family
together and dedicating himself and them
to the Lord of Hosts, asking the guid-

ance and direction of His holy spirit to lead
them through the day—that very day. Lead
us this day, guide us this day, preserve us
this day, save us from sinning against Thee
or any being in heaven or on earth this day!
If we do this every day, the last day we live
we will be prepared to enjoy a higher glory.

There is a little matter I want to speak
upon to you, my sisters. It is a subject that
is very obnoxious to outsiders. They have
given us the credit for industry and pru-
dence; but we have one doctrine in our
faith that to their view is erroneous, and
very bad; it is painful to think of. Shall I
tell you what it is sisters? “Oh,” says one, “I
know what you mean, my husband has
two, four, or half a dozen wives.” Well, I
want to tell the sisters how to free them-
selves from this odium as many of them
consider it. This doctrine so hateful and
annoying to the feelings of many, was re-
vealed from heaven to Joseph Smith, and
obedience is required to it by the Latter-
day Saints—this very principle will work
out the moral salvation of the world. Do
you believe it? It makes no difference
whether you do or not, it is true. It is said
that women rule among all nations; and if
the women, not only in this congregation,
Territory, and government, but the world,
would rise up in the spirit and might of the
holy gospel and make good men of those
who are bad, and show them that they will
be under the necessity of marrying a wife
or else not have a woman at all, they would
soon come to the mark. Yes, this odious
doctrine will work out the moral reforma-
tion and salvation of this generation.
People generally do not see it; my sisters
do not see it; and I do not know that
all the elders of Israel see it. But if this
course be pursued, and we make this the



