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rule of practice, it will force all men to
take a wife. Then we will be satisfied with
one wife. I should have been in the begin-
ning; the one wife system would not have
disagreed with me at all. If the prophet
had said to me, “Brother Brigham, you
can never have but one wife at a time.” I
should have said, “Glory, hallelujah, that
is just what I like.” But he said, “You will
have to take more than one wife, and this
order has to spread and increase until the
inhabitants of the earth repent of their evils
and men will do what is right towards the
females. In this also I say glory, hallelujah.”
Do men do that which is right now? No.
You see travelers—young, middle-aged,
or old—roaming over the world, and ask
them where their families are, and the an-
swer will generally be, “I have none.” You
go to the city of New York, and among the
merchants there I doubt whether there is
one man in three who has a wife. Go to
the doctor and ask him, “Where is your
wife and family?” and, “Thank God I have
none,” will be his reply. It is the same with
the lawyer. Ask him about his wife, and his
reply will be, “O bless me, I haven’t any, I
say it to my praise, I am not troubled with
a family.” You go to the parson, and were
it not for his profession, the cloak of reli-
gion that is around him, not one in a thou-
sand of them would have wife or children.

Do not be startled, my sisters; do not
be at all afraid; just get influence enough
among the daughters of Eve in the midst
of this generation until you have power
enough over the males to bring them
to their senses so that they will act ac-
cording to the rule of right, and you
will see that we will be free at once, and
the elders of Israel will not be under
the necessity of taking so many wom-
en. But we shall continue to do it until
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God tells us to stop, or until we pass into
sin and iniquity, which will never be.

Do you see anything very bad in this?
Just ask yourselves, historians, when was
monogamy introduced on to the face of
the earth? When those buccaneers, who
settled on the peninsula where Rome now
stands, could not steal women enough to
have two or three apiece, they passed a law
that a man should have but one woman.
And this started monogamy and the down-
fall of the plurality system. In the days
of Jesus, Rome, having dominion over
Jerusalem, they carried out the doctrine
more or less. This was the rise, start, and
foundation of the doctrine of monogamy;
and never till then was there a law passed,
that we have any knowledge of, that a man
should have but one wife.

Now, sisters, I want you to see to this.
I advise you to have faith and good works;
be fervent in spirit and virtue, and try to
live so as to bring the men to the stan-
dard of right, then we shall have no trou-
ble at all. I believe that in Massachusetts
they have only 27,000 more women than
men; but that is not many. There is a
cause, perhaps, for this. A good many
young men go into the army, or go here
or there. What is done with the daugh-
ters of Eve? In many countries they stick
them in the factories, into the fields, the
coal mines, and into the streets—as I have
seen hundreds of them—gathering ma-
nure, etc., working all day and getting
a penny at night to buy a loaf of bread
with. They stick some of them down
into the iron works, under the ground to
pack the ore, or into the building to lug
off the iron. But the young men are sent
to the wars. When England and the rest
of the nations learn war no more, instead
of passing a law in this or any other na-
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