
his son, Edward. Then she who is called
“Bloody Mary” came to the throne. She
endeavored to reestablish the Catholic
faith, and men were put to death because
they would not desert Protestantism. We
all remember when we were children seeing
a picture of John Rogers, a minister of the
Gospel, who was the first martyr in Mary’s
reign. He was burnt at the stake in Smith-
field.

When I visited London, I went to the
same place to preach, but the police would
not let me. They said that the Lord Mayor,
by the advice of the Bishop of London,
had, the evening before, issued orders to
prohibit street preaching. Preaching within
the limits of the city had always been al-
lowed before, but we were not allowed to
do so. I believed that this prohibition was
in consequence of the publication of our
intention to visit London for the purpose
of establishing the gospel. I do not know
that it was so, but it was the first time that
any Protestant had been deprived of the
right to preach in Smithfield Market and in
the streets on Sunday.

As soon as Queen Mary died England
became Protestant again. Mooney in his
history of Ireland asserts that “When Eliza-
beth undertook to establish the Protestant
religion in Ireland, the Irish people could
not understand what it was; they said the
religion of England had been changed four
times in thirty years.”

Now we are told by the Protestant
world that they have authority which has
descended to them from the Savior and
His apostles. But when the division took
place between the Protestants and the
Church of Rome the Pope excommuni-
cated them. He issued what were called
“bulls of excommunication,” and con-
signed these Protestants to the lowest hell,
and deprived them of every particle of

authority, if they ever had any. Now, if the
Catholic Church had any authority, those
who dissented from them were thus de-
prived of every vestige of it; and if the
Catholics had no authority, then those who
went out from them had none. The result
was that in either case the Protestants had
none; and the Protestants all tell us that the
Catholics had none, that they had degen-
erated and apostatized, and had become
corrupt and wicked and had lost their
power, and it was necessary to make a gen-
eral reform. A stream cannot rise higher
than its fountain, and the result is there
was no authority among any of them. Not
one of these Reformers even professed to
have inspiration from the Lord, and that is
the condition of the religious world today.

Are the Latter-day Saints any better off?
Let us refer to the origin of this work. God
called His servant Joseph Smith and con-
ferred upon him the authority and power
of the priesthood, that the work of God
might be reestablished on the earth. This
was necessary, because the Lord, in answer
to his prayers, told him that all the sects
were wrong, and that it was consequently
necessary that the Lord should reveal Him-
self anew to the children of men. The Lord
accordingly conferred the priesthood and
apostleship upon Joseph, by which he
could preach faith, repentance and baptism
for remission of sins, and lay his hands on
those who believed and obeyed, that they
might receive the Holy Ghost; and also or-
dain men to go forth and preach the gospel
to others. Joseph Smith was an obscure in-
dividual, a young man who had limited
opportunities for education. But he was
sent of God to preach the simple principles
of the gospel of Jesus, as they were 
taught by His disciples. And the principal
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