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argument with which he was met, was
ridicule, tar, and feathers, tearing down
houses, driving women and children from
their homes, and robbing them of their
inheritances, and murdering the Elders,
and depriving the Latter-day Saints of ev-
ery right, human and divine. These were
the arguments used against the testimony
and mission of Joseph Smith and his fel-
low laborers. They were effective to a cer-
tain extent in destroying the mortal lives
of apostles and prophets, and in bringing
sorrow, grief, and mourning to the bosoms
of many. And when Joseph Smith fell by
the hands of wicked men, the authority
he held rested on the head of Brig-

ham Young. And by the inspiration of
God he was enabled to lead Israel from
the midst of their trials into the heart of
this great mountain desert where God has
blessed, prospered and preserved them.
And from the day that God first commu-
nicated His will to man until the present,
the power, wisdom, and inspiration of the
eternal God have never been more mani-
fest than through President Young in the
discharge of these great duties. The mantle
of Joseph fell upon him, and thousands of
persons were witnesses that this spirit came
upon him, and that he was inspired of the
Almighty to lead, guide, and bear off the
kingdom.
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I wish to make a few remarks to the
Elders of Israel, who are the ones who are
called to preach the gospel at home and
abroad, and to administer in the ordinan-
ces of the House of God. My remarks will
apply to the sisters, if they wish to receive
them. I wish to say that, when I see Elders
in Israel who are careless and unconcerned,
who trifle away their time, and neglect to
attend High Council and other Meetings
where there are opportunities to learn,
my experience for the best part of forty
years teaches me that they never prog-
ress—they are as they were, and as they
no doubt will be. I notice that the seats
of the Elders here in this Tabernacle are
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frequently vacant. I also notice in the High
Council, where intricate matters are often
tried, in which the principles of govern-
ment and law are involved, the consider-
ation of which would be profitable and
instructive, that whenever an Elder can
make an excuse his place is vacant. In my
experience I never did let an opportunity
pass of getting with the Prophet Joseph
and of hearing him speak in public or
in private, so that I might draw under-
standing from the fountain from which
he spoke, that I might have it and bring
it forth when it was needed. My own ex-
perience tells me that the great success
with which the Lord has crowned my
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