SALVATION, TEMPORAL AND SPIRITUAL, ETC.

at ladies and gentlemen we can see that
their wants are many, but their real neces-
sities are very few. Now let the Latter-day
Saints see that their necessities are sup-
plied, and omit their wants for the pres-
ent, and until we can manufacture what we
want. We want you henceforth to be a self-
sustaining people. Hear it, O Israel! Hear
it neighbors, friends, and enemies, this is
what the Lord requires of this people.

We have been driven from our homes
time and time again. I have been driven
from a good handsome property and home
five times without having the privilege of
selling it, or making fifty cents from it,
and what for? Because I was a thief? No.
Because my brethren were thieves? No.
Because they were liars? No. Because they
were swearers? No. Because they were
swindlers? No. Because they were adulter-
ers or fornicators? No. Because they loved
and made lies? No; but because they be-
lieved that God had spoken from the heav-
ens and had bestowed upon His servant
Joseph the keys of the holy priesthood of
His Son. The Latter-day Saints believed
this, and because they did so the Christian
world said, “Up, get ye out of this place,
we want your houses and possessions.”
And they took them; but I will swear to
them that they will never take them again.
(The congregation said, Amen.)

When Colonel Kane was here I and oth-
ers said to him, “Colonel, you will find this
the entering wedge for the division of our
government.” Said we, “If the Government
of the United States consent to rout this
people again, and take it into their own
hands to break us in pieces, they will go
to pieces.” Did they? Did they have war?
Answer the question yourselves. Have
they made peace yet? Answer for your-

JOD Vol 12-LIVE.indd 285

285

selves. Is there any such thing today as the
thirty-four United States that once com-
posed the Federal Union, or is there not?
Answer this question for yourselves, and
then I will answer it, by saying there never
will be again, unless they are brought to-
gether and cemented by the power of God.

Well, again I ask, what worse are the
Latter-day Saints than other people? Have
we the privilege of planting and eating the
fruits thereof like others? Yes, politically,
morally, religiously, and financially. Have
we the privilege of building and inhabit-
ing our houses? Yes, we have, and there if
no law against it. But this is not the ques-
tion at all. I will say to my brethren who
have talked to the congregation, the ques-
tion is not whether we have the right to be
self-sustaining or not, but will we be self-
sustaining? This is the question, and we say
we will be. What do you say brethren and
sisters? All of you who say that we will be a
self-sustaining people signify it by the show
of your right hands.

[The motion was put and unanimously
carried.]

This is what terrifies the Christian
world, not the moral nor political portion
of it; but it is the fanatics, the priests who
are afraid, and they continually seek to stir
up strife and mischief. They are not all so;
but our past experience has given us good
reason to come to this conclusion.

Bro. George A. related something in
the historical discourse delivered by him
yesterday and today, about the brethren
going to solicit donations. In reference
to this I will say that when we found we
were obliged to leave Nauvoo, to de-
prive this nation of all excuse, and to
clear our skirts of their blood, we wrote
to all the governors of the States and
Territories and also to the President so-
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