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but will lead them to observe the laws
Heaven has laid down for the regulation of
the life of man. There is no other civiliza-
tion. A truly civilized person is one who is
a real gentleman or lady; in language and
manners he is truly refined, and gives way
to no practice that is unhallowed or un-
comely. This is what we are after, and try-
ing to attain to.

We have been driven here to these
mountains and have been followed up.
We want to be followed up by gentlemen;
we want gentlemen to associate with. We
want to associate with men who aspire
after pure knowledge, wisdom and ad-
vancement, and who are for introducing
every improvement in the midst of the
people, like the company who are build-
ing this railroad. We thank them and the
government for it. Every time I think of
it I feel God bless them, hallelujah! Do
they want to skin us? I hope not. Do they
want to destroy us? I think not. They
want to meet us as friends, and we want
to meet them as friends, and to share
equally with them in the business of the
country. Do we believe in trade and com-
merce? Yes. And by and by we will send
our products to the east and to the west.
And how long will it be before they will
be sending for our dried peaches and ap-
ples? How is it now for growing fruit in
the country in which Joseph obtained the
plates from which the Book of Mormon
was translated? I remember when it was
the cream of the world in this respect.
But can they raise an apple or peach there
now that is sound and good? No, they
cannot. And where we used to reap and
cradle sixty bushels of wheat to the acre
they don’t get more than from five to ten
now. The land is barren, waste, and deso-
late; the curse of God is upon it, and it
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will be so wherever the Latter-day Saints
have to leave. Talk about these rich valleys,
why there is not another people on the
earth that could have come here and lived.
We prayed over the land, and dedicated it
and the water, air and everything pertain-
ing to them unto the Lord, and the smiles
of Heaven rested on the land and it became
productive, and today yields us the best of
grain, fruit and vegetables. But if the Lat-
ter-day Saints were compelled to leave here
it would not be five years until the soil
would cease to yield to sustain a commu-
nity as it does now. Do you believe this,
outsiders? No, you do not. No matter, I say
it, and we know it, and if we know it that
is satisfactory to us, without being any in-
terruption to the faith or views of any per-
son in the world.

There is an idea abroad that the “Mor-
mons” are going to give way; but there is
no fear that the kingdom of God—*“Mor-
monism”—will ever give way. The only
thing for you and me to fear, is whether
we will build up the kingdom, whether
our souls are in the kingdom or not. Here
is the fear; it is not with regard to the king-
dom, it will stand forever and ever; but
you and I may not. The kingdom is pure;
you and I are not pure. The doctrine we
preach is pure and holy, and if we will
abide it, it will make us pure and holy. Are
we as good now as the rest of the Christ-
ian world? They say we are fools to believe
in revelation. But I ask, What harm does
such belief cause? It leads men and women
to truth and righteousness, and leads every
individual by whom it is entertained to
purity and holiness of character on the
earth. It also teaches us to deal justly, love
mercy, feed the hungry, clothe the naked,
visit the widow and the fatherless, the poor
and the homeless, and to deal kindly



