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stances we use language that we would
rather not use. When talking to a refined
people we should use refined language.
When we become perfectly civilized we
will leave off every harsh expression. We
should correct our children in these mat-
ters, and teach them good language. I
would like to urge upon my brethren
and sisters the necessity of doing this. We
should instill into the minds of our chil-
dren good ideas and principles. If we teach
them that there are prophets and apostles
now on the earth, we shall teach them the
truth. If we teach them that the Bible is
true, it will be very wholesome for them
to believe; but instead of teaching them
that it requires a spiritual explanation, by
men not endowed with the Spirit of God,
teach them that such a notion is incorrect,
and that if the word of God does not mean
what it says, no man or woman can explain
it without a direct revelation from Heaven.

We wish to introduce into this com-
munity manufactures and manufacturing
so thoroughly that the people will con-
sider themselves under obligation to feed
and clothe themselves. Many of us are in
the habit of doing only just what we like
to do or of sitting with our arms folded,
trusting to others to feed and clothe us. It
is the duty of the husband to provide for
the wife or wives and children, and it is the
duty of the wife or wives and children to
assist the husband and father all they can.
If it is required of the father or husband to
furnish his wives and children with flour, it
is equally required of the wives, sisters and
daughters to be careful in the use of that
flour and see that it is not wasted. If it is
the duty of the husband or father to furnish
his family with cloth to dress themselves,
it is their duty to see that that cloth is
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cut and made prudently and not wasted.
It is a disgrace to a community to drag
their cloth in the dirt. How many women
are there here today who walked to this
Tabernacle without throwing dirt every
step they took, not only on themselves
but upon those who walked near them? I
shun them; when I see them coming I try
to make my way in some other direction in
order to avoid their dust. I can get enough
of it without receiving it from them. If
there is a nuisance in the path, they are sure
to wipe up a portion of it with their dress,
and then trail it on to their carpet or into
the bedrooms and distribute it through the
house. This is a disgrace to them. It is not
the duty of my brethren to buy cloth to be
dragged through these streets, and the wife
or daughter who will not cease dragging
her dress through them, ought to have it
cut shorter. I have borne it and so have my
brethren until duty demands that we put a
stop to it. I have politely expostulated with
my wives and daughters on this subject. I
have asked them if they think it looks nice,
and have been told that it did, their reason
for thinking so being that somebody else
wore it so. That is all the argument that
can be brought in its favor. There is no
reason in the world why a dress looks well
trailing through the streets.

On the other hand I will say, ladies, if
we ask you to make your dresses a little
shorter, do not be extravagant and cut
them so short that we can see the tops
of your stockings. Bring them down to
the top of your shoes, and have them so
that you can walk and clear the dust,
and do not expose your persons.
Have your dresses neat and comely,
and conduct yourselves, in the strictest
sense of the word, in chastity. If you do
this you set a good example before
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