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Because they do not faithfully carry out
those doctrines.

I am going to ask a question—TIs there
any necessity, my brethren and sisters, that
you and I should suffer persecution to per-
fect us? Are we willing to be obedient, and
to sanctify ourselves and to sanctify the
Lord God in our hearts without the rod
of chastisement? If we are, we shall bring
in the doctrine that has been taught to
the people on temporal matters. We say,
and profess, that we are one, and in a great
measure we are. In our religious and po-
litical sentiments we are one; but in the
pursuit of life and happiness, as individuals
and families, we are not one. Now, if we
will believe the Gospel, which can do no
harm to anyone—I say this for all ears—it
does not contain a single doctrine but what
is true. You may ask the question: Has no
one Elder in Israel ever taught false doc-
trine? Yes, but no man has who has been
authorized to teach, guide and direct the
Saints. Did Jesus, Peter, James, John, or
Joseph Smith ever teach a false or incorrect
doctrine? Not that you or I know of; we
cannot find it. Now, if we have got cor-
rect doctrines, and will fashion our lives by
them we may sanctify ourselves without
being chastened.

We look forward to the day when this
people will be pure, holy and sanctified,
and when we will be prepared to build
up Zion. Are we prepared now? No, we
are not. We are only professedly Latter-
day Saints; practically, we are only so in
part. To be a Saint is to be as Jesus was;
to be assimilated to the spirit and char-
acter which He exhibited while here
on earth. Now, I exhort the Latter-day
Saints to live so that each and everyone
may enjoy the spirit of the Lord Jesus
day by day, that we may be one in all
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things, in temporal matters as well as
spiritual.

As I have but a few minutes that I want
to speak, I shall now come to temporal
matters. You and I wish to live, and to have
the privilege of pursuing, unmolested, the
path that leads to happiness. Now, I can-
not say it of you all, but I can of a few here,
that they have been trying to serve the
Lord for nearly forty years. During that pe-
riod we have passed through scenes we do
not wish to behold again. Five times many
of us here have been broken up, and have
left our houses, gardens, farms, orchards,
vineyards, and all we had, and have had to
run for our lives. What for? Because we be-
lieved in the Lord Jesus Christ—and tried
to practice the doctrine He taught. For
anything else? No. Were all perfect? No.
Did some sin? O, yes, we were all sinners.
Why were we obliged to leave our homes?
Did we disturb our neighbors, or pilfer and
purloin their substance? No. What did we
do? We taught the Gospel of life and salva-
tion. Not that all were righteous, but our
sins—of worldly-mindedness, covetous-
ness and selfishness—were between our-
selves and our God, and for this the Lord
suffered us to be chastened. The faith that
we profess is the best and the only doctrine
calculated to save the children of men.

I say, five times some of this people have
been broken up, and the last time, when
we left the State of Illinois, we cut our
road through the timber, we hunted our
path over the prairies, and dug our roads
through the canyons, for fourteen hun-
dred miles to this place, because we were
obliged to go somewhere.

Our prophet, before us, told us
that if we could get out of the way
of Christianity, so called, and civili-
zation, we could serve God and build
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