PREACHING THE GOSPEL, ETC.

rather than have them running all over cre-
ation for recreation. Long before that was
built I said to the bishops, “Get up your
parties and pleasure grounds to amuse the
people.” This brings my former experi-
ence and that of my friends right to me.
Whenever we get into the kingdom of
Heaven, where God and Christ dwell, we
shall find something more to do than to
“sit and sing ourselves away to everlasting
bliss.” The mind of man is active, and we
must have exercise and amusement for the
mind as well as the body.

You go into that theater, and what is
there behind the curtain that would dis-
grace the most perfect lady on the face of
the earth? Not the least in the world. I
have to watch some who come here as ac-
tors and actresses, and if they do not mani-
fest the marks and traits of a lady and gen-
tleman, I say, “Stop a moment. I want to
tell you something. Your course will lead
you wrong, and if you persist in it you can-
not present yourself before the public.” So
much for that.

We say to the bishops and to every-
body, exercise yourselves, provide inno-
cent amusement for the youth, attract the
minds of the children, and get the upper
hand of them and be on the lead. I see
mothers right among us whose course is
very imprudent with their children. You
ought always to take the lead of your chil-
dren in their minds and affections. Instead
of being behind with the whip, always
be in advance, then you can say, “Come
along,” and you will have no use for the
rod. They will delight to follow you, and
will like your words and ways, because you
are always comforting them and giving
them pleasure and enjoyment. If they get
a little naughty, stop them when they have
gone far enough. We say to the brethren,
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humor your wives and children as far as
you can, but when they transgress, and
transcend certain bounds we want them
to stop. If you are in the lead they will
stop, they cannot run over you; but if you
are behind they will run away from you.
Husbands, always be in advance of your
wives, and then if they undertake to do
something that is very displeasing to you
they will run right against you, and then
stop and sit down because they can’t go
any further. Do you know how to do this?
“No,” says one, “I don’t know that I do.”
Well, then, learn by searching after truth,
according to the revelations given in this
book. Search after truth in all good books,
and learn the wisdom of the world and the
wisdom of God, and put them together
and you will be able to benefit yourselves.
I will now say to my friends—and I call
you all, and all mankind, friends, until
you have proved yourselves enemies—you
who do not belong to this Church, that
we have got the Gospel of life and salva-
tion. I do not say that we have 2 Gospel,
but I say that we have #e definite and only
Gospel that ever was or ever will be that
will save the children of men. Hearken to
this every one of you, and all the inhab-
itants of the earth, and do not say, “you
are Mormons, and we do not want to hear
anything about you.” Wait until you have
searched and researched and have obtained
wisdom to understand what we preach,
or to prove it to be untrue. If you can-
not prove it untrue and are not disposed
to receive it, let it alone. If it is the work
of God, it will stand. What do you say,
outsiders? What do you say, Christian
world and heathen world? If we have the
truth to present to you, which will do you
good here and hereafter, which will save
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