PREACHING THE GOSPEL, ETC.

walk in it day by day. And you, sisters,
cease trading with any man or being in
this city or country who does not belong
to the church. If you do not, we are going
to cut you off from the church, for we are
determined not to be driven or broken up
again, and we are determined to deal with
love and sustain our nation, our communi-
ty. We mean to live here. We came 1,400
miles to get away from that power which is
trying to get into our midst to break us up
again. We have subdued the country and
made it fruitful, and have fed hundreds
of thousands passing on their way east
and west, and we calculate to stay here if
you will do as I tell you, and cease trad-
ing with those who are not of us. Do you
suppose that Jesus did not understand the
spirit and the feelings of the world when
He said, “He who is not for us is against
us.” Every man and woman of intelligence
that ever was or ever will be upon the earth
is either for God or against Him.

When I see the Latter-day Saints I see a
motley mass of dispositions, a perfect cu-
riosity. | was in a store not long since, and
they asked my opinion with regard to the
amount of trade that would be done this
season providing we had plenty of goods.
Said I, “you must find out how much
money the Latter-day Saints have, and then
how much credit they have, and you will
find out pretty nearly how much business
will be done.” If we were like other people
and would only hearken to wisdom, these
men sitting each side of me today, instead
of spending their money would save it and
buy the land that will shortly be in the
market. The government has at last conde-
scended to take into consideration the pro-
priety of selling their land to the Latter-day
Saints. A few have tried year after year to
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get up an act to prevent us from owning a
foot of land in America, but they are out
of the way. Now we have the privilege of
purchasing our lands, and if our breth-
ren had any wisdom they would purchase
them. “O,” but says one, “why we can get
a homestead.” I would rather pay my $200
and buy their lands, and tell them we made
the country and now we are willing to pur-
chase it. We are willing to pay our taxes,
and we have proven that we are willing to
fight their battles, and to do anything to
promote peace and happiness in the coun-
try. But we say, hands off.

Now, if you don’t want to quarrel, take
measures to prevent it. That is what we
are after. We are trying to get the people
to hearken to counsel that will prevent a
quarrel, and a serious one. If you can pre-
vent a quarrel in a family you do a good
thing. “Blessed are the peacemakers.”
We are peacemakers. We are preserving
the peace. Is it our right? You take the
Catholics in London, and they would go
by a thousand doors to find one of their
own faith to spend three halfpence. Do not
the Jews do it? Yes, they do it all over the
world. They say we are obliged to trade
with them, but we are not. We would just
as soon trade with them as anybody else
outside the Church. But do they build up
the kingdom of God? No, they hold the
very name of Jesus in derision, and yet they
are as full of religion as any sect there is.
You may take the Mother Church, and
the whole family of Protestants, and the
House of Judah is as full of religion as any
of them. But are they correct? No, they
are not. We offer life and salvation to the
whole human family in the Gospel of the
Son of God, and if they are not disposed

to receive it they will suffer the conse-
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