THE JOY AND HAPPINESS, ETC.

What satisfaction is this to me or to any
real true-hearted Saint of God? If I were
very hungry, having fasted a long time, and
my appetite craved food very much, what
would be the use of me reading of people
having enjoyed themselves with a great va-
riety of palatable and healthful food 1,800
years ago? How much would this satisfy
the cravings and wants of my nature? Sup-
pose I should find a very hungry people, or
many congregations of them, who had
fasted until they were almost ready to per-
ish for the want of food, and I should say
to them, “Cheer up, brethren, let your
hearts be glad and rejoice exceedingly, for
the Lord fed five thousand in ancient days
on a few loaves and fishes, but you need
not expect that He will do any such thing
for you.” Do you think such a people
would feel like clapping their hands or
shouting for joy at such an announcement?
I look upon all the sectarian religions of the
world, in which our fathers have believed,
in this light. Give me a religion that will
feed the soul in my day; give me a religion
that will privilege its believers to hold con-
verse with God in their own day; that will
inspire their hearts with the revelations of
Heaven, and manifest those things which
are great and heavenly and reveal to them
their duties while they live. If I can’t have a
religion of this description, I say good bye
to all religions. Nothing short of that will
satisfy me as an individual.

A great many good and wholesome
truths are taught, notwithstanding, by al-
most every religious society, perhaps we
may say all, not excepting the heathen
nations, who worship idols. They have a
great many good and wholesome
principles among them, as well as a great
many that are evil, and which are calcu-
lated to darken the mind, corrupt the
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heart, and lead them astray from the true
God. If the religions of the day were full of
evil from beginning to end; if there were
no principles of morality included within
them, they would not be calculated in their
nature to bring so many into bondage and
subjection to them. But because they have
some good, wholesome, moral principles
mixed with their foolish, vain traditions,
and powerless forms, millions are dragged
into their snares.

I have oftentimes felt to ask the children
of men, how they would look upon a man
at the head of a family of children, say a
dozen of sons, who condescended to be
very familiar and sociable with six of them,
the elder ones, and taught and instructed
them, developed their minds and led them
along, unfolding principle after principle to
them; and by and by, when the other six
came along, believing him to be an impar-
tial being, and learning of the great bless-
ings bestowed upon their brethren, they
ask for similar blessings, but not one soli-
tary soul of the six could get a syllable of
information from him. Would you not
think that such a father had changed very
materially, or that the children had in-
curred his displeasure to that extent that he
would not have anything to do with them?
Now this is the light in which God is held
up by all the sectarian religions of the day.

We Latter-day Saints have come out from
all these vain and foolish doctrines; we have
renounced them. When the glorious Gospel
of the Son of God was sounded in our ears
we received it with joy. We saw, in a great
measure, the foolishness of the religions we
had been taught all our days; we saw how
powetless they were. We saw that they had
no voice of angels and that God inspired
none of them with the spirit of pro-



