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the most refined? No, there is not. Though
there may be good morals taught in the
world our religion strengthens that which
is good and adds to it, and is calculated to
benefit everyone. It reaches after every con-
dition of the human family from the time
that Adam came to the earth to the latest
of his posterity, no matter where they are.
It calls upon those who are now here in the
flesh and commends itself to the good. Are
the nations wise? Admit that they are, what
would the Gospel of the Son of God do
for them? Make them wiser. Are the people
good? O yes, we say they are. What would
the Gospel do for them? Make them bet-
ter. It will add virtue to virtue, knowledge
to knowledge, holiness to holiness, godli-
ness to godliness, brotherly kindness to
brotherly kindness, charity to charity and
every qualification calculated to ennoble,
benefit and exalt the intelligence that is
now upon the earth, even into the presence
of our Father. Now we possess intelligence
as nations, as individuals, as rulers and as
ruled, as ministers, as speakers, as preach-
ers and as people. We belong to that family
that is crowned with intelligence, the high-
est there is in the eternities.

Is there anything in our religion that
should startle the nations of the earth?
No, there is not, not the least thing in
the world. And yet we talk about it as
though the people would be struck with
wonder if we should tell them what it is.
Why it is nothing more than to receive
the things of God—the knowledge that
God possesses, and by which He has been
crowned with glory, immortality and eter-
nal lives; the knowledge that is possessed
by the angels and by those who live in the
presence of the Father; to receive of that
knowledge, to dispense it to others, and
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through this to acquire every qualification
necessary to prepare us to enter again into
His presence. Is there anything very start-
ing about this? No, there is not. Not al-
luding to anything that has been said here,
we always talk and feel as though there is
something or other about the Gospel of
the Son of God that the people cannot
bear. What is it? Truth. “What caused the
Latter-day Saints to embrace the Gospel?”
is a question that has been asked your
humble servant many times. The answer
is very obvious and clear—because it is
true. The very reason why I embraced the
Gospel is because it contained all truth. Is
there anything so startling about this to
men and women, intelligent beings, who
are fashioned after the very image, and who
are the children of our Father and God,
whom we worship and who sits enthroned
in yonder heavens and who rules, governs
and controls all things? I pause upon this;
He controls all that He can control. He
will not control you and myself in our own
agency; but He will control and govern and
bring forth the results of our acts, let them
be good or evil.

We are the offspring of that Being,
each and every one of us, no matter who
we are. If we go to the West, East, North,
or South or to the uttermost parts of the
earth, and gather up the human family
and bring them here, they are the off-
spring of that Being we worship as God.
Is this very strange? Is this anything that
should be very startling to the minds
of any people on the face of the earth? I
ask you, my brethren and sisters, is there
anything so very strange in this? And yet,
perhaps, the most of us who are now here
in this room today, mingle with those
who fear not God nor regard His word
in the least, and we would almost be
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