REFLECTIONS OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST, ETC.

ashamed to acknowledge that we are pro-
fessors of religion, that we are Latter-day
Saints, that we believe in Jesus Christ, that
we have been baptized for the remission of
our sins and that we believe in the ordi-
nances of the House of God. How is it
with each and every one of you on this
point?

We see the inhabitants of the earth are
filled with intelligence. Look at the
progress made during the past few years in
the sciences, and perhaps we may say, in
some particulars, in the arts; but especially
in the sciences. From whom has this
knowledge been obtained? Has man, of
himself, searched out the improvements by
which the human race is now so much
benefited and blessed? No, he has not.
Where did he get it? It came from Him
who is the giver of every good and perfect
gift, no matter what it is, if it be to make
any one of these my sisters excel as a wise
and discreet housekeeper even that knowl-
edge comes from Him. We have received
our lives and everything that tends to life
and salvation, to truth and holiness; every-
thing pertaining to the things of God, in
the heavens, on the earth, all mechanism,
every improvement that is made has its
source with God.

Now what is there about our religion
that should be very startling? We say we
have progressed; so we have. We say the re-
ligion we have embraced will increase and
extend on the earth. This I believe myself,
but whether we shall be benefited by it or
not depends entirely upon our faithfulness
to it. Do you think the Lord Almighty will
reveal the great improvements in the
arts and sciences which are being con-
stantly made known and will not revive
a pure religion? If any man imagines
that with the mighty strides which the
sciences have been making for a few
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years past, there will be no improvement in
religion that man is vain in his imagina-
tion. God will improve the religion of the
nations of the earth in proportion to the
improvement made in the sciences. This is
true whether you believe it or not. The
Lord has commenced the work, and it is a
marvelous one.

Let me ask my brethren and sisters
around me, Can you tell when the first
carding machine was brought to America?
Do you remember, my aged brethren and
sisters, when you used to have to card your
cotton and wool and tow by hand? Yes,
many of you, Americans, remember it; (it
is not so with our foreign brethren;) but
some of the Americans here can remember
when there was no such thing on the conti-
nent of America as a carding machine. Yet
now look into the houses of the poorest sis-
ters we have and see the crockery, and fine
linen with which they can spread and
adorn their tables! How was it seventy years
ago? It is only a little over a hundred years
since they first made crockery in England,
and since I can remember the people used
to eat off wooden plates. But see the ad-
vancement and improvement the Lord has
conferred on the children of men, and then
say if you think He is not going to improve
their morals and their religion. It is a mis-
taken idea to suppose that He will not. He
will improve us in every sense of the word,
in every trait of life, and bring us up to the
wisdom He designs to bestow upon His
children here on the earth. If we reject this
truth and knowledge we shall go back to
ignorance. Let the inhabitants of the earth
join hands now to obliterate this people
called Latter-day Saints and their religion
from the earth, and they will go to hea-
thenism; but let them favor, foster, nourish
and cherish them, and the sciences will ad-



