THE TESTIMONY, ETC.

anciently; and there are thousands in this
Territory and in this congregation who can
bear testimony that they have realized the
fulfillment of these promises in this day.
The healing of the sick among us has be-
come so common that it is apparently but
little thought of. We have also seen the
lame made to walk and the blind to receive
their sight, the deaf to hear, and the dumb
to speak. These things we have seen done
by the power of God and not by the cun-
ning or wisdom of men; we know that
these signs do follow the preaching of the
Gospel. Yet these testimonies of its truth
are but poor and weak when compared
with the whisperings of the still small voice
of the spirit of God. The latter is a testi-
mony that none who enjoy it can denys; it
cannot be overcome for it brings convic-
tion to the heart that cannot be reasoned
away or disproved, whether it can be ac-
counted for on philosophical principles or
not. This testimony comes from God and
convinces all to whom it is given in spite of
themselves, and is worth more to me than
any sign or gift beside, because it gives
peace and happiness, contentment and
quiet to my soul. It assures me that God
lives, and that if I am faithful I shall obtain
the blessings of the celestial kingdom.

Is this unscriptural or contrary to reason
or to any revealed truth? No, it is in conso-
nance with and in corroboration of all re-
vealed truth known to man. The Lord
Almighty lives, and He operates by the
power of His spirit over the hearts of the
children of men and holds the nations of
the earth in His hands. He created the
earth upon which we dwell, and its treas-
ures are His; and He will do with us ac-
cording as we merit. As we are faithful or
unfaithful so will the Almighty deal with

us, for we are His children and we are heirs
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of God and joint heirs with Jesus
Christ.

We have a glorious destiny before us, we
are engaged in a glorious work. It is worth
all our attention, it is worth our lives and
everything the Lord has put into our pos-
session, and then ten thousand times more.
Indeed there is no comparison, it is all in
all, it is incomparable. It is all that is and all
that ever will be. The Gospel is salvation,
and without it there is nothing worth hav-
ing. We came naked into the world and
shall go hence the same. If we were to ac-
cumulate half the world, it would avail us
nothing so far as prolonging life here, or se-
curing eternal life hereafter. But the Gospel
teaches men to be humble, faithful, honest
and righteous before the Lord and with
each other, and in proportion as its
principles are carried out so will peace and
righteousness extend and be established on
the earth, and sin, contention, bloodshed,
and corruption of all kinds cease to exist,
and the earth become purified and be
made a fit abode for heavenly beings; and
for the Lord our God to come and dwell
upon, which He will do during the Millen-
nium.

The principles of the Gospel which the
Lord has revealed in these days will lead us
to eternal life. This is what we are after; what
we were created for, what the earth was
created for. The reason that we are here is
that we may overcome every folly and pre-
pare ourselves for eternal life in the future. I
do not think that a principle of salvation is
available only as it can be applied in our
lives. For instance, if there is a principle cal-
culated in its nature to save me from the
penalty of any crime; it will avail me noth-
ing unless I act upon it this moment. If
I do this and continue to do so I act upon
the principle of salvation, and I am se-



