AMERICA A CHOICE LAND, ETC.

sixty-five years in order to bring about a
sufficient degree of righteousness and faith
to be taken away from here and translated
to some other region. It was here where
Enoch was clothed upon with the power of
God to that degree that he was enabled to
publish to the inhabitants of the earth
things that were before his day, even from
before the foundation of the world, and
also to prophesy of things that should tran-
spire from his day down to the end of the
world. It was here that he continued his
preaching to the inhabitants of the city of
Zion until he made them so acquainted
with the law of God, and inspired them
with such faith that the earth could not
contain them. It was by his faith and the
faith of his people that the very elements
around him felt the power of God; and
when he spake the word of the Lord the
earth upon which he stood trembled and
shook by the power of the Almighty, and
the mountains fled from before his pres-
ence, and the great rivers of this Continent
were turned out of their courses, and all
things seemed to feel the power of the
Lord. Even a new land came up out of the
great deep, and so fearful were the enemies
of the people of God, and so great was the
terror of the Lord upon them, that they left
this country and went forth upon the face
of the waters and occupied the land that
came up out of the deep. These things are
not revealed to us by the Bible, or by tradi-
tion, but by the inspiration of the
Almighty through that great modern
prophet who was raised up to commence
this marvelous work of which you and I are
now partakers.

A few hundred years after all these
things had transpired on this Conti-
nent, and Noah and his family, the
only survivors of the Flood, had
been wafted away to distant lands,
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and had peopled a portion of Asia, the de-
scendants of Noah undertook to build a
great tower that they might make them-
selves a great name, instead of fulfilling the
purposes of the Almighty, in spreading
forth, and occupying and subduing the
earth. The Lord was very much displeased
with them on that occasion, because of the
wickedness that existed in their midst,
which was calculated to be strengthened
through their unity. Hence He made a de-
cree, according to the old Book—the Bible,
that they should not dwell thus, together.
He confounded their language, and swore
in His wrath that they should be scattered.
A portion of the people from that tower
came to this Continent.

There is something very remarkable in
connection with the colonization of our
Continent by people from that tower. I
said they were a righteous people. Perhaps
this may surprise some, especially if they
have drawn the conclusion that all the
people who engaged in building of that
tower were wicked. But there were some
few families among them who served the
Lord their God, and when they learned
the decree of Jehovah, that their language
was to be confounded, and the people
scattered to the four winds of heaven, they
had considerable anxiety on the subject.
They were anxious that they might be fa-
vored of the Lord and that He would lead
them to a choice portion of the earth.
They made it a subject of earnest prayer,
and God heard them, and the language of
the righteous portion of the people was
not confounded. And God gave them a
commandment to go down from the
tower to a valley that was northward,
called the valley of Nimrod, named after a
mighty hunter who existed in those days.
After they had come down into this valley



