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that perhaps will require a lapse of many
years before much more than the interest
on it is paid, and for which severe taxation
must be imposed on all the inhabitants of
the land. And, when we include both the
North and the South, perhaps two or three
millions of lives have been lost; if not alto-
gether lost by the weapons of war in battle,
they have perished in consequence of the
difficulties and afflictions that generally at-
tend armies.

This great war is only a small degree of
chastisement, just the beginning; nothing
compared to that which God has spoken
concerning this nation, if they will not re-
pent. For the Lord has said in this book
(the Book of Mormon), which has been
published for thirty-eight years, that if they
will not repent He will throw down all
their strongholds and cut off the cities of
the land, and will execute vengeance and
fury on the nation, even as upon the hea-
then, such as they have not heard. That He
will send a desolating scourge on the land;
that He will leave their cities desolate,
without inhabitants. For instance the great,
powerful and populous city of New York,
that may be considered one of the greatest
cities of the world, will in a few years be-
come a mass of ruins. The people will won-
der while gazing on the ruins that cost
hundreds of millions to build, what has be-
come of its inhabitants. Their houses will
be there, but they will be left desolate. So
saith the Lord God. That will be only a
sample of numerous other towns and cities
on the face of this continent.

Now I am aware that it is almost impos-
sible for even some of the Latter-day Saints
to get that confidence and that strong faith
in the events which God intends to accomp-
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lish on this land in the future to believe in
such a thing, to say nothing about out-
siders, that do not believe a word of it.
Outsiders do not believe it any more than
they believed me when I was a boy and
took that revelation which was given in
1832, and carried it forth among many
towns and cities and told them there was to
be a great and terrible war between the
North and the South, and read to them the
revelation. Did they believe it? Would they
consider that there was any truth in it? Not
in the least, “that is a Mormon humbug,”
they would say. “What! This great and
powerful nation of ours to be divided one
part against the other and many hundreds
of thousands of souls to be destroyed by
civil wars!” Not a word of it would they be-
lieve. They do not believe what is still in
the future. But there are some in this con-
gregation who will live, to behold the ful-
fillment of these other things, and will
visit the ruins of mighty towns and cities
scattered over the face of this land desti-
tute and desolate of inhabitants. If inquiry
shall then be made, why such great de-
struction? The answer will be, wickedness
has destroyed them. Wickedness and cor-
ruption have brought about the fulfill-
ment of the ancient decrees of Heaven
concerning this land. Wickedness and
corruption have brought desolation into
their towns and cities. The time will come
when there will be no safety in carrying
on the peaceable pursuits of farming or
agriculture. But these will be neglected,
and the people will think themselves well
off if they can flee from city to city, from
town to town and escape with their lives.
Thus will the Lord visit the people, if they
will not repent. Thus will He pour out
His wrath and indignation upon them



