
and make manifest to the people that that 
which he has spoken must be fulfilled.

But what shall become of this people? 
Shall we be swept off in the general ruin? 
Shall desolation come upon us? Shall we 
feel the chastening hand of the Almighty 
like those who will not repent? That will 
depend altogether upon our conduct. We 
have it within our power; God has granted 
it to us, to save ourselves from the deso-
lation and calamities that will come upon 
the nation. How? By doing that which is 
right; by living honest before God and all 
men; by seeking after that righteousness 
that comes through the Gospel of the 
Son of God; by following after the law of 
Heaven; by doing unto others as we would 
have others do unto us; by putting away all 
the evils and abominations that are prac-
ticed by the wicked. If we do this prosper-
ity will be upon the inhabitants of Utah; 
prosperity will be upon the towns and cit-
ies erected by this people, the hand of the 
Lord will be over us to sustain us, and we 
will spread forth. He will multiply us in 
the land; He will make us a great people, 
and strengthen our borders, and send forth 
the missionaries of this people to the four 
quarters of the earth to publish peace and 
glad tidings of great joy, and proclaim that 
there is still a place left in the heart of the 
American continent where there are peace 
and safety and refuge from the storms, 
desolations and tribulations coming upon 
the wicked. But on the other hand, Latter-
day Saints, how great are the responsibili-
ties resting upon us and upon our rising 
generations. If we will not keep the com-
mandments of God, and if our rising 
generations will not give heed to the law  
of God and to the great light which  
has shone from Heaven in these latter

days, but turn their hearts from the Lord 
their God and from the counsels of His 
priesthood, then we shall be visited like 
the wicked, then we shall have the hand of 
the Lord upon us in judgment; then that 
saying that the Lord has delivered in the 
Book of Doctrines and Covenants will be 
fulfilled upon us, “that I will visit Zion, if 
she does not do right, with sore afflictions, 
with pestilence, with sword, with famine, 
and with the flame of devouring fire.”

Now here we have the choice. It is 
within our reach; we can put forth our 
hand after prosperity, peace and the ex-
tension of our borders, and have all these 
things multiplied upon us, and the pow-
er of God within us; His arm to encircle 
round about to protect us from every 
harm and evil. And on the other hand we 
can reach forth the hand and partake of 
wickedness and bring desolation and de-
struction upon our borders. Which shall 
we do? We are agents; we are left to our 
own choice. God has said that He would 
plead with His people. I expect that He 
will. “I will plead,” saith the Lord, “with 
the strong ones of Zion, until she over-
comes and is clean before me.” There is 
some consolation in reading this decla-
ration of the Lord. Though we have to 
receive great chastisement, though He 
has to plead with us by judgment, tribu-
lation, famine, by the sword, and by the 
vengeance of devouring fire, yet after all, 
when He has afflicted this people suffi-
ciently, there will be some few that will be 
spared and will become clean before the 
Lord.

It is quite a consolation to read that the 
armies of Israel will eventually become 
sanctified, and as clear as the sun, as fair 
as the moon, and that their banners will  
become terrible to the nations of the 
wicked. Yet we may have to pass through,
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