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from the same pit and hewn from the same
rock, and had no more knowledge than
they; and if we have any knowledge of God
and correct principles now, it is because
God has revealed them to us through the
medium of this Gospel which He has made
manifest in these last days through Joseph
Smith. What knowledge have we, of our-
selves, of our relationship to eternity?
None. Where is the man on the face of the
wide earth who has a claim to a wife in
eternity? There is not one outside of this
church. They do not profess it, they know
nothing of such a principle. The extent of
their covenants is that they are married
until death parts them, and that ends the
matter. Who is there who has any idea of
associating with their children in the eter-
nal world? They think about it. There is
nature, or a kind of instinct that leads to
reflections of this sort. But they have not
the privilege of entering into covenants of
this kind. There are a great many other
principles connected with this Gospel of
which, as the scriptures say, they are as ig-
norant as brute beasts that were made to be
taken and destroyed.

Do they have any correct ideas at all in
relation to matrimony? None in the least.
Their actions, feelings and propensities are
corrupt, depraved and brutalized. They are
ignorant alike of religious, social and polit-
ical matters, and they know not how to
manage anything committed to their care.
What do they know about governing the
world? Who knows how to regulate the af-
fairs of the nations? The man cannot be
found; but anarchy, disorder and confusion
prevail to a very great extent throughout the
nations of the earth, and the seeds of disso-
lution are sown among the whole of them.
The rulers of the earth know not how to
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unite and cement their people or to regu-
late their affairs, for it can only be done on
the principle of revelation. What are the
armies and navies of the nations for? Why
is it that England, France, Portugal, Spain,
the United States, and the various nations
of the earth must have their armies and
navies? Why is it that they need millions of
men and a vast amount of treasure for their
protection? Because the nations regard
their neighbors as bands of robbers who
will commit acts of aggression upon them
unless they have sufficient force to repel
them. And yet they wipe their mouths and
say, “we are very civilized, enlightened, and
intelligent.”

This is the condition of things among
the nations of the earth. They watch one
another with the greatest scrutiny. The var-
ious officers who manage their national af-
fairs want to know how many thousand
soldiers there are in the army of the nation
contiguous, and whether it is safe for them
to reduce their armies or not, just the same
as we do here when we have hundreds of
blacklegs in our midst, and have had to in-
crease the number of the police to guard
ourselves against their inroads and aggres-
sions. They know it is the nature of men to
aggress upon and take advantage of their
fellows, and to rob, plunder, and destroy,
and that to preserve their nationality they
must maintain a force sufficient to repel
the inroads of their neighbors. This is their
position, without saying anything about
the debauchery, fraud, corruption, and
wickedness that abound to so great an ex-
tent amongst them. And this is civilization,
this is Christianity; this is the height of the
glory and intelligence of the 19th century.

Now, something is needed to regu-
late these things. We read of a time



