“MORMONISM”

however, to the same extent. He started to
go to the house, in compliance with the
advice of his father, but had only got part
of the way there when the angel again ap-
peared to him, in the air, and commanded
him to return and reveal his vision to his
father. He did so, and the old man burst
into tears, saying it was of God. The angel
further commanded him, instead of going
to work, to go to the hill that was shown
him in vision and see the plates. His father
told him to do as the angel had command-
ed him. He therefore started according to
the instructions of the angel. When he had
traveled about three miles in the direction
indicated he came to the place and instant-
ly recognized it by seeing objects which had
been shown him the night previous in his
vision. He uncovered the spot of ground,
took off the crowning stone on the stone
box, and there beheld the sacred record of
the ancient inhabitants of this continent;
by its side lay the Urim and Thummim, an
instrument for its translation. Mr. Smith,
not knowing but what it was his privilege
to take the record, put forth his hand to
do so, when the angel, who had appeared
to him the previous night, stood before
him and commanded him not to take it
at that time, saying that he needed more
experience, and that it was necessary that
he should be more faithful and diligent in
keeping the commandments of God. The
angel also said, “if you will be faithful be-
fore the Lord, come to this place one year
from this time and I will meet you again.”
In 1824, one year from that time, he saw
the angel again at the same place, but was
not then permitted to take the plates. He
was commanded to visit the same place
in the following year, and in the fall of
1825, he again had an interview with
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the angel. In 1826, he had another in-
terview, and on the night of the 21st of
September, 1827, the angel again appeared
to him, and on that occasion permitted
him to take the plates from the place of
their deposit. He was then lacking a few
months of being twenty-two years old, and
ever then, after having passed through all
these experiences, he could not with the
least propriety be denominated “Old Joe
Smith.”

Having received the plates he occu-
pied a portion of his time during the next
three years in farming, and a portion of it
in translating this record, for be it known
he was not able to sustain himself without
labor; he was not a rich or wealthy man,
and therefore had to labor with his hands.
The work of translation was done with the
Urim and Thummim, for Mr. Smith was
not a learned man, and in fact was scarce-
ly in possession of an ordinary common
school education. He could write a little,
but was by no means an expert penman,
and, in the work of translation, he had to
employ first one and then another to write
the words of the records as he translated
them with the Urim and Thummim, con-
sequently the manuscripts of the Book of
Mormon were written by different scribes.
Not long before the time he obtained
the plates, Mr. Smith got married, and
he employed his wife to write some of it.
Martin Harris also wrote some portion
of it; but the greater part was written by
Oliver Cowdery—a still younger man than
Joseph—and that the manuscript is in his
handwriting, anyone can satisfy himself by
appealing to the original. When about two
and a half years had passed away the record
was translated, and the book was in print
before the spring of 1830.

Here let me give you a little fur-
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