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ther external evidence of the truth of this
work beyond that which depends upon the
testimony of Joseph Smith alone. The Lord
would not permit the Book of Mormon to
go forth to this generation without giving
further evidence of its truth than that of its
translation. Consequently three other men,
by the names of Oliver Cowdery, David
Whitmer and Martin Harris had a testimo-
ny concerning the divine authenticity of
this work not by seeing the plates, merely;
that would not have been sufficient. What
was their testimony? They have left it on
record, and it is printed and bound with
the Book of Mormon to be sent forth to
all nations, peoples and tongues under the
whole heavens. These three men testify
in words of soberness that the angel came
down from Heaven in their presence, and
spoke to them and took the plates and
passed them before their eyes, and turned
over their leaves one after another and
showed them the engravings upon the
plates; and while he was doing this they
testify that they heard a voice from Heaven
saying unto them, “these have been trans-
lated by the gift and power of God,” and
commanding them to bear record of it to
all nations, kindreds, tongues and people
to whom the work should go. That is the
reason they have given their testimony and
prefixed it to the Book of Mormon.
Could they have been deceived when
they saw the plates in the hands of the
angel, and saw him turn them over leaf
after leaf? There was no deception there;
they actually did know, and have tes-
tified to that which their eyes did see.
Here then are four witness to the divine
authenticity of the Book of Mormon—
Joseph Smith, Martin Harris, David
Whitmer, and Oliver Cowdery. Are there
any living in our day and generation
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who can bear testimony to the divine au-
thenticity of the Old and New Testaments?
We have the testimony of persons who lived
anciently, whom none, living in this genera-
tion, ever saw or heard. The “Mormons,”
we were told this forenoon, believe in the
Old Testament; but I will say that we not
only believe in it, but we know, by the gifts
of the Spirit of God, by revelations sent
down from Heaven, by the visions of the
Almighty and by the ministrations of holy
angels, that the Bible is true; we know it to
be a record from Heaven. Have you any
such testimony? No, you have not. Then
we present the Book of Mormon to you
with a testimony such as you cannot bring
in relation to the Bible, unless you appeal to
the Latter-day Saints as witnesses.

I have already cited you to four witness-
es to the divine authenticity of the Book
of Mormon; but are these all the witnesses
the Lord raised concerning this work, or
were there any others who saw the plates?
Yes, there were eight others, making twelve
in all, who have given their testimony and
names, to go wherever this book goes, that
they did actually handle these plates and
that they did see the engravings thereon.
They send forth their testimony in words
of soberness to all people to this fact. Can
anyone in this generation come forth and
declare that he ever handled the tables of
stone on which the law of Moses was writ-
ten? I never have heard of any such man.
You have not got the tables of stone, nei-
ther can you exhibit the original of any
one of the Books of either the Old or
New Testament; hence when you come
to external evidence the Latter-day
Saints can produce far more in proof of the
divine authenticity of the Book of Mormon
and of the scriptures than it is pos-
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