“MORMONISM”

of Isaiah that the Lord will gather the
House of Israel from all lands to His holy
mountain Jerusalem, and that He will
then take of them for priests and Levites.
Furthermore let us see what the following
passage says concerning the continuation
of this lesser Priesthood of Levi: “For as
the new heavens and the new earth, which
I shall make, shall remain before me, so
shall your seed and your name remain;” or
in other words your priesthood, the priest-
hood which I have conferred upon the
seed of Levi, shall remain just as eternal as
the new heavens and the new earth. If one
comes to an end so shall the other; and if
one is to be eternal and never to pass away
so will the other. If then, such a priesthood
is to be restored to the children of men in
the last days when God raises up a people
to prepare for the ingathering of the House
of Israel, where will it come from? I have
already proven to you that according to the
testimony of all Christendom neither the
Jews nor the Christians possess it. Then
how will it be restored? It will be restored
by the Lord God, who first established that
authority on the earth. I have told you how
He has restored it. I have told you that an
angel, whose name was John the Baptist,
on whom rested that priesthood and au-
thority, came down from Heaven and re-
stored it. I have told you that he laid his
hands upon the heads of Joseph Smith and
Oliver Cowdery and gave them authority
to baptize. “But,” says one, “how about
the laying on of hands? Can they who
hold that priesthood lay on hands?” No,
they have not authority to do that. John,
who held that priesthood, said, I baptize
you with water, but there cometh one af-
ter me, mightier than I, and he, holding
a higher priesthood than I, will bap-
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tize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.
That priesthood is called the Melchizedek
priesthood. It was that priesthood which
Jesus possessed, and by the authority of
that priesthood He called his disciples.
That priesthood confers the power to ad-
minister in all the fullness of the ordinan-
ces of the Son of God; in the spirit as well
as in the outward ordinances. Therefore
this Church never could have arisen had
the Lord stopped with the mere translation
of the Book of Mormon and the restora-
tion of this lesser priesthood. It is true that
with the latter we could baptize, but it does
not impart the power to confer the Holy
Ghost; and that this Church might have
the power to administer in every ordinance
of the Gospel, the apostleship was again
restored, which holds all the keys, authori-
ties and powers to administer, not only in
the outward ordinances, but also to confer
the spirit of the living God. That is the au-
thority of the higher priesthood, and, like
the authority of the lesser priesthood, was
sent down from Heaven and restored to
the earth in these last days; and of all the
religious denominations upon the face of
the earth, it is possessed by the Latter-day
Saints only. None of the others make the
least pretensions to any such power.
When the Latter-day Saints go forth
and find people who will repent of their
sins and believe in Jesus Christ, we com-
mand them, as the disciples of Jesus did an-
ciently, to be baptized for the remission of
their sins, and then we promise them with
all boldness and confidence before God,
being authorized from the Heavens to do
so, that they shall receive the Holy Ghost
by the laying on of the hands of the Elders.
We do not say you may receive it, or it
is probable the Lord will give it you; but
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