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of which we have any account, before His
arrest and betrayal, we shall find that He
prayed that His apostles might be one,
even as He and the Father were one. And
said He, “Neither pray I for these alone,
but for them also which shall believe on
me through their word; That they all may
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us: that
the world may believe that thou has sent
me.” This prayer, it is presumable, was re-
corded in Heaven; and it is also presumable
that it was the design of God that it should
be answered upon the heads of those in
whose behalf it was offered. This oneness
did characterize the Church in those days;
and, as I have already said, there is nothing
left on record to prove to us that there was
anything but oneness, harmony and union
in the midst of the Church during the lives
of the apostles. The prayer of Jesus was
heard and answered, the Spirit of God was
poured out upon the apostles, and not only
upon them but upon those who believed
in their words; and the world in looking
on their union had an evidence that they
could not controvert, that Jesus had been
sent by the Father, and that he was in-
deed the very Christ. It may be supposed,
therefore, that, this being the condition of
things during the lives of the apostles, had
the inhabitants of the earth continued to
practice the principles which they taught,
the same results would have followed, not
only in the first century of the Christian
era, but through every succeeding century
down to our day. For it is recorded in the
Scriptures, and none who believe in them
can doubt the truth of the saying, that God
is the same yesterday, today and forever.
He, Himself, says, “For I am the
Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons
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of Jacob are not consumed.” This is the
character of our Father and our God. At all
times and under all circumstances in every
age and generation, when men have bowed
before Him and have sought Him in the
way He has appointed, He has heard their
prayers and granted to them the desires of
their hearts, and has blessed them accord-
ing to the faith they have exercised in Him.

Everything that we have on record from
those who have had any acquaintance with
His attributes or who have had familiar
intercourse with Him confirms this view
of His character. When men sought after
Him in faith in the days of Enoch, Noah,
Abraham, Moses and the prophets, and
then again in the days of Jesus and His
apostles, the same results followed the ex-
ercise of their faith. All may not have had
direct and personal intercourse with Him,
but all received the blessings they sought,
and the guidance of His unerring wisdom
has been granted unto them. This is proved
from the first record made by Moses, down
to the last made by John the Revelator on
the Isle of Patmos. We have no account of
a generation, or of an individual, even, who
served God and kept His commandments,
that did not receive peculiar manifestations
and blessings from Him. No one was left
in doubt or darkness; no one had to be
guided by tradition or by the teachings of
others alone; but everyone, in every age
and generation, received peculiar manifes-
tations and blessings down to the time that
John closed his record.

Seeing that this is the character of our
Father in heaven and of the Gospel of His
Son Jesus Christ, how is it that, today,
there is opposition, strife, and uncertainty
among those who call themselves the dis-
ciples of Jesus, if He is, as the Scriptures
say, “the same yesterday, today, and for-
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