
God and to believe in Jesus Christ and the 
Bible, upon which they profess their faith 
is founded; and yet when you converse 
with them as to their form of doctrine, one 
will tell you that to believe in Jesus Christ 
and to repent from sin is all that is nec-
essary to secure salvation; another will say 
that in addition to this you must be bap-
tized, and that if you are baptized, having 
faith in Jesus Christ and repenting of your 
sins, you are sure of salvation if you contin-
ue. One will tell you that sprinkling con-
stitutes baptism, and that a few drops of 
water sprinkled on your forehead is all that 
is necessary; another will contend that this 
alone is not sufficient, but that you must 
have water poured out upon you. Another 
says neither of these methods is right, but 
that you must be immersed in water; while 
still another will tell you it makes no differ-
ence whether you are sprinkled, immersed 
or have the water poured upon you, and 
that whether you obey any of these ordi-
nances or not you are sure of salvation if 
you only come to the foot of the cross and 
cast your burden of sin there.

These are the kinds of faiths that ex-
ist in Christendom at the present time, 
and they are all, professedly, based upon 
the Scriptures, forgetting that portion of 
Paul’s epistle which I quoted to you—
“though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than 
that which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed;” also forgetting that 
Paul says, “there is one Lord, one faith, 
and one baptism.” Not two, half a dozen 
or a hundred faiths, nor two, three or four 
forms of baptism; but Paul actually says, 
“one Lord, one faith, and one baptism.” 
I say there is no better evidence to be  
found of the necessity of new revelation 
from heaven than the condition of the

world at the present time in these  
respects.

It is gratifying to reflect that this condi-
tion of things is likely soon to be ended, 
and that the same gifts, blessings, and pow-
ers, as formerly existed, with the same re-
sults, so far as union, harmony and love are 
concerned, are restored, and are now in ex-
istence among the inhabitants of the earth. 
It ought to be a cause of thanksgiving, not 
only to the Latter-day Saints, but to every 
man who loves his fellow men, to witness 
that which is now being produced in the 
midst of the earth, the results of which we 
see in this Territory. I do not believe that 
a man who has any love for his fellow men 
can contemplate this condition of things 
without having his heart filled with joy-
ous feelings. It is a source of wonder and 
gratitude to contemplate the fact that, a 
few years ago, a few apparently insignifi-
cant and illiterate men went forth bearing 
testimony that God had again spoken from 
the heavens, and had revealed the everlast-
ing Gospel in its ancient purity and power, 
and that through this testimony thou-
sands, from the various nations of the earth 
and the islands of the sea, have been gath-
ered to these valleys, and are able to bear 
the same testimony. When I contemplate 
these facts my mind is swallowed up with 
admiration, and my heart is filled with 
gratitude and praise to our heavenly Father 
for the great work which He has founded 
and carried on successfully in the midst of 
the most determined opposition, and I feel 
that we, of all people now living, should 
thank and praise our Father and God that 
our lot has been cast upon the earth when 
these great events are in progress.

I know that the cry of “delusion”  
and “ fa l se  prophet s”  i s  ra i sed  on

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES366

JOD Vol 12-LIVE.indd   366JOD Vol 12-LIVE.indd   366 5/16/20   8:31 PM5/16/20   8:31 PM


