
something to convince his outward senses.
Thousands of such have rejected the
Gospel of life and salvation as they did in
the days of Jesus. They then rejected the
testimony of the servants of God, and they
hardened their hearts against it. But as
soon as something came along that grati-
fied them in the way they wanted—some-
thing that could tip a table or give some
other singular manifestation of power, such
as feeling invisible hands laid upon them,
or hearing music played by invisible per-
formers, or something of this character,
they were convinced immediately that it
was possible for spiritual beings to commu-
nicate with mortals, and now the Spiritual-
ists number their converts by millions; they
probably number more than any other de-
nomination, if they can be called a denom-
ination. They boast of their success.

In this manner the nations of the earth
are being subjected to strong delusions;
and you will find that as the kingdom of
God increases, and as the work spreads
abroad and the priesthood gains power
and influence in the earth, these systems
will gain power and influence, and that
strong delusion will increase and spread
among the inhabitants of the earth. They
did not make their appearance until this
Church was organized and the testimony
of its truth had been borne; but as soon as
the genuine priesthood was restored the
bogus or counterfeit made its appearance;
and as this work increases in strength and
potency in the earth, so will these delu-
sions of which I speak, until those who
reject the truth will be bound up in a
strong delusion and delivered over to
hardness of heart. It is written that, “the
spirit of God will not always strive with
man,” and when the truth is offered to
men and they reject it, that spirit will be

withdrawn and another influence and spirit
will take possession of them, and they will
be led captive by the Adversary.

But this is not the case with the work of
God; the testimony of those who have em-
braced the Gospel of Jesus Christ is differ-
ent in this respect. It is as it was of old—
“line upon line, precept upon precept; here
a little, there a little.” God has revealed to
His people according to their strength to
receive. He has given to them knowledge
just as wise parents give it to their children.
He has not bestowed upon them some-
thing that would destroy them; but He has
given to them light upon light and knowl-
edge upon knowledge in order to lead
them along and train them in the path of
righteousness which will ultimately lead
them back into His presence. What joy,
peace, love, and union have been bestowed
upon those who have embraced the Gospel
of Jesus Christ! What light has been shed
upon their minds in relation to the Scrip-
tures! No sooner have they gone forth into
the waters of baptism for the remission of
their sins and had hands laid upon them
for the Holy Ghost than it has seemed as
though a heavenly peace has taken posses-
sion of them. Who, that can recollect any-
thing about the time they entered the
Church and their subsequent experience,
cannot say that they felt unspeakable grati-
tude to God for the blessings they received?
It has been “like the dew from heaven de-
scending.” It has descended upon the
people and filled them with peace, and has
knit their hearts together in love, and they
have rejoiced in the power which God has
manifested in their behalf. But they have
not had these wonderful manifestations of
which we read among the Spiritualists;
there has been no necessity for them.
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