
mother stock and brought forth good fruit. 
So it was in the preaching of the Gospel; 
the Gentiles accepted with greater freedom 
and gladness the testimony of the disciples 
of Christ. It is not my purpose to enlarge 
upon the cause why the Jewish race con-
tinued to persecute and hedge up the way 
of the disciples and followers of Christ. 
Through the mercy of God our Father, 
salvation came unto many Gentile nations, 
because they believed the testimony of 
Jesus proclaimed to them by his disciples; 
and they were baptized into Christ, and 
became the seed of Abraham by adoption, 
while the lineal descendants of Abraham 
were rejected of God because of their un-
belief. They did not bring forth the fruits 
of the kingdom of God, therefore the 
kingdom was taken from them and given 
to another people according as Jesus had 
predicted.

Now, why was all this? Was it simply 
because of the sins of their rulers and 
chief priests, or was it because of the gen-
eral corruption, unbelief, and wickedness 
of the whole people? I answer, it was not 
only the wickedness of their rulers and 
the corruption and hypocrisy of their 
priests, but of the whole people, priests 
and rulers included. In the language of 
one of the prophets, their teachers taught 
for hire; their judges judged for reward; 
their prophets divined for money, and 
“my people love to have it so, and what 
shall be the end thereof?” The people  
had lifted themselves up in pride; they 
loved gold and silver and precious things, 
and set up gods whom they might adore. 
If they did not actually set up graven im-
ages and gods of wood and stone, they set 
up teachers and priests like unto them-
selves. Their judges and priests took 
bribes, and their public servants could  
be bought with money. They sought

honor one of another and sought not hon-
or which comes from God alone. In short 
they lived for the present life only, and did 
not know how to enjoy it properly, for the 
fruit of evil doings is always evil, though 
it ofttimes appears tempting and alluring 
to the inexperienced and thoughtless, and 
its fruits may be sweet in the mouth, but 
in the belly they are invariably bitter. The 
fruits of righteousness are joy, peace, and 
contentment in this life, and life hereaf-
ter; while the fruits of unrighteousness are 
misery, grief, sorrow, and death. There is 
nothing more certain than the saying in 
Scripture, “that the wages of sin is death.” 
That is as true today as it was in the day 
when it was spoken. No man or woman 
can do a wrong thing, whether ignorantly 
or with the intent to do wrong, without 
sooner or later reaping the bitter fruits of 
that wrongdoing. It is true that the mercy 
and loving kindness of God our Father 
comes to the aid of all who sin ignorant-
ly, and lightens their punishment because 
they sinned ignorantly, and as soon as 
they were enlightened they turned away 
and repented before the Lord in sorrow. It 
is written that he who knoweth his mas-
ter’s will and doeth it not shall be beaten 
with many stripes; but he who sins igno-
rantly, though he may do things worthy of  
many stripes, shall be beaten with few  
if he forsakes his evil course when he un-
derstands it, inasmuch as his spirit is not 
defiled thereby. He who consents to and 
approves of a wrong in his heart, or be-
comes the aider and abettor of those who 
do wrong, though he may not be the per-
sonal doer of that wrong, may be more  
culpable and more deserving of punish-
ment than the one who is actually guilty, 
for the latter, ignorant of the conse-
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