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we should instantly check the uprising

of this passion, and should never fail,

when we have it in our power and the

opportunity presents itself, to adminis-

ter to the wants of the poor and needy;

or, what is still better, devise ways and

means which will enable them to admin-

ister to their own necessities. The latter

is always preferable. Those who are the

Lord's poor always prefer to provide for

their own necessities than to be depen-

dent upon others. They who are able to

provide for themselves, but would rather

have others bear the burdens of life for

them, are not the Lord's poor, they are

the devil's poor. They covet their neigh-

bor's property—his food, house, horse

and carriage, and peradventure his wife.

They desire that which he possesses,

without going to and earning them as

he has done. It is not he who is most

successful in gathering around him the

goods of this life, who is always the most

covetous.

I refer to these things, which have

been so often spoken, by way of remind-

ing us of that which is written, and to

which the spirit of the Lord continu-

ally urges attention. Let us then, my

brethren and sisters, beware of pride,

lest we become like the Nephites of old.

It seems from reading their history that

a very few years sufficed for them to rise

from a state of humility, enjoying the fa-

vor of God, to one of haughtiness and

pride. There is a continual tendency to

this state of feeling in the human mind.

In the days of our humility we feel af-

ter God; but when prosperity comes, too

many of us are apt to forget Him, and

to feel that all our wants are supplied.

A sister says, "I have a good husband,

who prays for me and my children, and

provides for our wants; he is a guide

sufficient for me." She forgets to pray

for herself, or for husband and children.

Is she saved because of her believing

and faithful husband? It is true that

his prayers, good works, and the good

spirit continually with him, are bless-

ings thrown around her to aid her in

her onward path to glory and exaltation;

but unless she herself improves these fa-

vorable circumstances she, in the end,

will sink while he rises. On the other

hand, a sister who is faithful to her

God, her covenants, her husband, chil-

dren, and friends, who ceases not to call

upon the name of the Lord though her

husband may neglect to pray with his

family, and to magnify his calling as a

man of God, the day will come when

he will sink, while she will rise and be

given to a faithful man. So with children

who, beholding the evil deeds of father

and mother, follow the good counsels of

friends who feel after them, and call

upon God continually and do His will,

while father and mother perish out of

their sight forever and ever; God will ex-

alt them and may give them to good men

and women who, perhaps, were never

blessed with children.

Those who plant good seed will surely

eat the fruit thereof; while those who ne-

glect to cultivate good seed will surely go

down to perdition; for, in the language

of the Scripture I first repeated, "Every

tree which bringeth not forth good fruit

is hewn down and cast into the fire."

May God Almighty bless us, and help

us to remember these things, and to live

them as Saints of God should, is my

prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen.


