
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR EMIGRATING, ETC. 21

brought home some five thousand

Saints. This same work is still before

us, and appeals to our sympathy, and we

still have occasion to call the attention of

each other to the importance of the work

of bringing home to Zion our brethren

and sisters in foreign lands who are de-

prived of the privileges that we enjoy

because of their inability to gather. An

appeal is to be made from this Confer-

ence to the Saints generally throughout

the Territory, to contribute again of their

substance to bring home the Saints from

foreign lands.

The facilities for gathering the Saints

are far greater than they have been

heretofore. We wish to say to any of

those who are already gathered, who

may be indebted to those who are left

behind, that they should remember and

discharge their obligations. We also ad-

vise the Saints to write to their friends

abroad and inform them how things are

progressing here. I am aware that when

the people land here there are many in-

conveniences with which they have to

contend, and they have to struggle for a

time before they can again make a start

in the world; but they should not, on

that account, forget the brethren and sis-

ters they have left behind, and especially

those who may have advanced means to

aid them in emigrating. One of our first

great duties should be to square our ac-

counts and to stand honorably with our

fellow beings.

Although a great advance has been

made within the last two years in the

observance of the "'Word of Wisdom,"

there is yet room to talk on that sub-

ject. We find that the tobacco trade

is still very considerable in this Ter-

ritory, and we cannot yet lose sight

of the fact that we are compelled to

pay a tribute to the Emperor of China

for tea, and to the Emperor of Brazil

for coffee; and there are still men in

Israel who do not seem to realize the

importance of observing the "Word of

Wisdom." It is, therefore, necessary to

preach, teach, and exhort, and to enforce

upon the Saints the importance of its ob-

servance, for it is preparatory to great

blessings which God has in store for the

faithful. The elders will instruct us in

relation to these matters as the Spirit of

the Lord may dictate.

It has been my privilege this last

month to visit most of the branches in

the southern part of the Territory. At a

large portion of those branches I have at-

tended meetings, and have seen many of

the brethren and sisters, and I feel to tes-

tify that in all my travels in Zion, I have

not found a better spirit, a more united

determination, or a warmer feeling with

regard to the work of the Lord, and to

build up His kingdom, than I found on

this visit. I felt thankful to learn that

our brethren in the cotton country were

filled with the spirit and were zealous for

the accomplishment of their work, and

that they were progressing very satis-

factorily in the accomplishment of their

mission, or at any rate that portion of

them who have taken hold of it with the

zeal which becomes men who are hon-

ored with the privilege of laboring in any

department for the building up of Zion.

The testimony of the work of the Lord

in the hearts of the Saints is a living

and abiding testimony. While the work is

progressing we must be alive to the fact,

and we must not get behind, we must

be faithful, live humble before the Lord,

observe His counsels and laws, not even

forgetting the principles contained in the

"Word of Wisdom." If we take this course

the blessings of life and peace will con-

tinue to abide with us, which may God

grant in the name of Jesus. Amen.


