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in the midst of the people until the

present. Some will doubtless find fault

with it now; but we do not expect to be

clear of faultfinders. We have to be in-

structed; and the Lord has been merciful

and kind. He has sought all the day long

to train us in the way we should go. We

never can learn the principles pertaining

to the building up of the Kingdom of God

while scattered abroad; hence, the neces-

sity of gathering together that wemay be

instructed in the ways of the Lord.

There is a great tendency among the

people to go into the business of trad-

ing, and to shun the more laborious pur-

suits and avocations of life. A great

many seem to think that trading or mer-

chandising is more genteel, and that it

is more gentlemanly not to learn some

profitable trade or business. A consid-

erable number who have been engaged

in mercantile pursuits, owing to this

change in our system of business, will no

doubt be thrown out of employment; they

will have to seek other avocations. Some

persons who possess capital will have to

seek other avenues in which to invest

that capital. In a new country like this

there is a variety of ways open to them

for its safe and profitable investment.

A man may invest hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars in goods and put them

on his shelves, and in his warehouses,

and dispose of them again to other par-

ties; but what does such a man produce

or create with his means that is ben-

eficial to his fellow creatures? Noth-

ing; it is merely an interchange. It

is useful and necessary in its way and

place, and it is all well enough; but

sufficient should be done and no more

than sufficient. Trading is overdone;

there are too many employed in this

kind of business; they should seek em-

ployment in some other way, and find

other channels for investing their capi-

tal that are better calculated to produce

something from the earth, and bring

forth from the elements that which is

necessary for the comfort and well-being

of man and beast. Just think how many

things could be raised and manufactured

here, that, if we had them today, would

fetch very remunerative prices. But-

ter, for instance, that at the present

time is selling for a dollar and a quar-

ter a pound, in a country like this should

not bring more than twenty-five cents.

Cheese the same. These two articles

are imported twelve or fifteen hundred

miles, and then the Territory is not near

supplied. Wool and flax, too, might be

raised profitably; not near enough of

these is raised; and in these articles our

surplus means might be safely and prof-

itably invested. There is not near enough

grain raised in the Territory. Wheat is

selling today at four dollars a bushel,

when it should not be more than half

that price, and even then would well re-

munerate the producer. It is so with ev-

ery other article of our own consumption

and that is required for the sustenance of

our animals; and the same may be said

of the animals themselves. Stock raising

offers a profitable avenue for the invest-

ment of means. Here are many avenues

in which they, who have been overturned

in their mercantile pursuits, can invest

their means, which will pay larger prof-

its, and which are far less liable to fluc-

tuation, because mercantile pursuits are

often subject to great depression through

being overdone, or through scarcity of

money and other causes. If a person has

a farm his produce will keep until he

can obtain remunerative prices, and he

is more free and independent than the

merchant; for the earth being his banker,

he is not called upon to meet his bills and


