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the people to take hold of the Word of

Wisdom. There have been such things as

reformations in the midst of the people of

God, I suppose because of the proneness

of the people to relapse into the ways of

the world. Hence, it becomes necessary

every once in a while to arouse Israel to a

sense of their duties, that they may sus-

tain the Kingdom of God.

There are a great many people who

cannot see the Kingdom of God, although

the events, long since foretold, which

should transpire in connection with that

Kingdom are actually transpiring before

their eyes. The people of the world are

blind, they cannot see the Kingdom; and

a great many Saints, and pretty good

at that, who should see the Kingdom

of Heaven in the introduction of a new

principle, oftentimes fail to do so. Is

the Word of Wisdom of the Kingdom of

Heaven? Yes. Is cooperation of the King-

dom of Heaven? Yes. Is union in the

midst of this people of the Kingdom of

Heaven? Yes. Is the one-man power,

with which the world find so much fault,

and talk about so much, of the Kingdom

of Heaven? Yes, if God is our Father

and is at the head of it, it is. Then why

should there be so much dread and fear

of the Lord establishing His government

in the world? Did it ever do anybody

any harm? O, no. Did it ever do any-

body any good, or is it calculated in its

nature to do anybody any good? Yes, the

greatest good. Then why so much dread

and fear of it? Because the people cannot

see the Kingdom of God in it. But is it

not very far from them; God is not very

far from them, nor from any of us, and

His work is established and is transpir-

ing right before our face and eyes. The

government of God is being established

on the earth, and the world does not

know it; yet it is like a city set on a hill

for everybody to gaze upon and inves-

tigate. Yet they treat it as if it were

of no moment to them. Time will show

that it is of the utmost importance to

them. Let no person pass it by as an

idle tale, for time will disclose that it is

of the utmost importance to every son

and daughter of Adam. They had bet-

ter, at least, give it a passing notice

and investigate it with honesty of pur-

pose. Our hopes for the present and fu-

ture, our happiness and prosperity, and

even existence itself, are bound up in the

Kingdom and government of God. What

else is there now upon the face of the

earth but what has a tendency to de-

struction? Look at the stream of vice

and corruption that is flowing on, bear-

ing its votaries to the gulf of despair.

Who can stem the torrent? People can

see it, but can they stop it? No, it bears

them along on its surface, and they are

lost forever. Is it not time that some

standard should be erected on the earth,

around which those who are disposed to

do right, may rally, where they will be

safe from this great gulf-stream of de-

struction? I think it is time, because the

Lord has thought so, and He has com-

menced His work; He has erected His

standard, and is calling to the people

and pointing the way to safety. Not that

He or anyone else expects this stream to

be checked or stopped in its mad career;

it will bear its onward course until, fi-

nally, it finds its depths. But we may

save one here and another there, and

so the Lord may get to Himself a peo-

ple. It is like being snatched as brands

from the burning. He will bring them

to a place where they can be instructed.

This has been the case with us. The

Lord has brought us together and He

is seeking to instruct us, that we and

our children after us may escape those

great evils which are so prevalent in


