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please, and do what we please with our

means, and we will trade with those who

will do the best by us." Yet there are

hundreds who, and in fact the most of

the people, understand the folly of this

course, as the experience of the past six

months has proved. During that period

we have done wonders in guiding the

minds and the movements of the Latter-

day Saints. Still there are some who

seem to have no understanding. I will

venture to say they are the foolish vir-

gins. I was going to say they are like the

foolish virgins; but they are the foolish

virgins, and by and by they will find they

have no oil in their vessels, and noth-

ing to prepare them to go and meet the

bridegroom, and they will be found want-

ing. But so it is, and we must cultivate

the wheat with the tares; the sheep and

the goats have to run together. Here I

am thinking of exacting a covenant from

men and women before they are gath-

ered, that they will be Saints indeed af-

terwards; but while I have such feelings

the question stares me in the face, how

do you know whether they will be or not?

You see men and women here who have

been in the Church thirty years, and

the most trifling, frivolous, foolish lit-

tle circumstance imaginable will throw

them off the track, and they will go to

the devil. It is astonishing, it is mar-

velous! When I think of these things

it recalls a saying that I have some-

times made, that I do my swearing in

the pulpit, for they make me think that

we have those in our midst who pro-

fess to be Latter-day Saints, but who

are damned fools. You may say that

is swearing; but they are damned, and

the wrath of God is upon them, just as

much as it was in the days of the old

apostles. Men and women would take

a very different course if they could see

and understand things as they are. But

I will take back the expression "if they

could see and understand." I say they

can see and understand, if they have a

mind to cast out of their hearts the love

of the world, the love of riches, and the

little frivolous traits of character they so

often manifest. The love of fashion, for

instance, which darkens, beclouds, and

casts a shade over the spirits of our sis-

ters. They cannot have this, and they do

not like that, and the next thing anger

creeps into their hearts and they feel re-

vengeful, and "I wish I could do some-

body an injury; I wish I could come up

with my husband; I wish I could do

something or other to mar his peace,

inasmuch as mine is marred, because

I cannot follow somebody else's fash-

ion." Such little, trifling, contemptible,

frivolous, things cast a dark shade over

their feelings, and the first thing they

know they give way to a revengeful, vin-

dictive, wicked spirit, which leads them

to destruction.

Now, I will go back again to my text—

whether we should exact the injunctions

I have named of the Saints before gath-

ering, or whether we should not? I leave

it to the people, for I do not care much

about it, for the simple reason that I do

not know enough to decide, and yet I

know as much as anybody else. I might

pick up this man and that woman, and

this family and that family, and leave

others because I might not think them

worthy, when those who are left behind

would probably stick to the faith, while

those who are gathered might aposta-

tize. I do not know how to do any bet-

ter than we are doing, unless the Lord

reveals it. I will say to the brethren

and sisters, we are ready to receive your

donations. Open your hearts and your

purse strings. I leave this matter now

for your action.

I spoke a little here yesterday and


