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privilege; we want the poor brethren and

sisters to have the advantage of it. Do

you understand this, bishops and peo-

ple?

The capitalists may say, "What are

we to do with our means?" Go and build

factories and have one, two, or three

thousand spindles going. Send for fifty, a

hundred, or a thousand sheep and raise

wool. Some of you go to raising flax and

build a factory to manufacture it, and do

not take every advantage and pocket ev-

ery dollar that is to be made. You are

rich, and I want to turn the stream so as

to do good to the whole community.

I am delighted every time I hear a

company say, "We do not want your cap-

ital, we have plenty." I know what to

do with mine. I have been the means,

in the hands of God, of starting every

woollen and cotton factory there is in

the Territory, and almost every carding

machine. We are going to build a large

factory at Provo. Some say we have

not wool to carry on the business. Yes,

we have, and we have plenty of capi-

tal. Suppose we send to the States and

buy a hundred thousand or five hun-

dred thousand pounds of wool; we are

as well able to do it as others; or sup-

pose we send to California or Oregon and

buy fifty thousand pounds of wool, and

ship it on the railroad and work it up.

Will the people wear it? Yes, just as

quick as we get the women to tell their

husbands to wear homemade instead of

broadcloth, they will do it. I would not

even wear out the cloth that has been

given to me were it not that my wives

and daughters want me. If they were to

say, "Brother Brigham, wear your home-

made, we like to see you in it," I would

give away my broadcloth, but to please

the dear creatures I wear almost any-

thing. Only let us get the sisters into this

mind, and homemade clothing will soon

become the fashion throughout the Ter-

ritory. I had a present sent me the other

day of some homemade linen for a coat,

and I calculate to wear it this summer. I

wear my homemade a great deal, but I

have not got it on today; if I could only

get my wives to say, "Brother Brigham,

your homemade is very nice, and we

should like to see you wear it," I should

certainly wear it.

When the first merchants came here I

foresaw all that we have passed through.

I knew the foundation was laid for the

destruction of this people if they were

fostered here, and I know so today. We

have turned the current, and we are con-

trolling it, and the sisters are helping us.

Now, sisters, if you will continue to help

us, and will trade with none but Latter-

day Saints, just hold up your hands. [The

vote was unanimous.] Now, I will tell you

why we bother you women, though I ac-

knowledge that if we did not go to see the

women they would come and see us; but

we are so anxious to see you that we fol-

low you up. But the reason why we are

so anxious to have you sisters on our side

in regard to these trading matters, is be-

cause we know if you will only say whom

you will trade with and with whom you

will not trade, that we shall follow you.

What I have been saying with regard

to these ward cooperative stores dou-

bling their capital once in three months,

is for the encouragement of the poor,

and to induce them to invest their lit-

tle means and do something for them-

selves. Here is the 10th and the 5th

and 6th wards, which are looked upon

as the poorest wards in the city, though

I believe the bishop of the 3rd ward

feels that his ward is the poorest in

the city; but I will venture to say that


