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I desire to read, this afternoon, a por-

tion of two revelations, which were given

to the Prophet, Joseph Smith, in Febru-

ary, 1831. The first is paragraph 4 of sec-

tion XIII:

"Again I say unto you, that it shall

not be given to anyone to go forth to

preach my gospel, or to build up my

church, except he be ordained by some

one who has authority, and it is known

to the church that he has authority, and

has been regularly ordained by the heads

of the church."

Also paragraphs 1 and 2 of section

XIV:

"O hearken, ye elders of my church,

and give an ear to the words which

I shall speak unto you. For behold,

verily, verily, I say unto you, that ye

have received a commandment for a law

unto my church, through him whom

I have appointed unto you, to receive

commandments and revelations frommy

hand. And this ye shall know as-

suredly738212;that there is none other

appointed unto you to receive command-

ments and revelations until he be taken,

if he abide in me.

"But verily, verily, I say unto you,

that none else shall be appointed unto

this gift except it be through him; for if

it be taken from him he shall not have

power except to appoint another in his

stead. And this shall be a law unto you,

that ye receive not the teachings of any

that shall come before you as revelations

or commandments; And this I give unto

you that yon may not be deceived, that

you may know they are not of me. For

verily I say unto you, that he that is or-

dained of me shall come in at the gate

and be ordained as I have told you be-

fore, to teach those revelations which you

have received and shall receive through

him whom I have appointed."

It is a good thing for us, as a peo-

ple, to let our minds dwell upon the

principles which God our Heavenly Fa-

ther has given unto us by revelation in

this, as well as in preceding ages. The

Lord, in His goodness and mercy unto

His children, has not left them in igno-

rance concerning the plan of salvation,

nor the manner in which He intends

His Church to be built up. He has re-

vealed unto us many principles for our

guidance, and they are essentially nec-

essary to enable us to grow and increase

in the things of His kingdom; for in these

days, as well as in preceding days, as the

apostle has said, there are many spirits

gone forth into the world and there are

many influences brought to bear upon

the minds of the children of men. There

are many creeds, doctrines, and views

propagated industriously by those who

entertain them, and unless we cling to

the truth and pursue the path which our

Heavenly Father desires His children to

walk in, with all our claims, and the


