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ever accomplished, and that the people

of the world, in seeing it, were not smit-

ten with a conviction of the truth of the

work, and of the divine authority of the

Priesthood which led the people in a

pathway of safety, through the wilder-

ness, at that time. The songs of Zion

ascended from the camps of Israel and

peace brooded over the people. Bare-

footed, and in many instances hungry,

they traveled on with their faces west-

ward, their faith failing not; for, as I have

said, the angels of God were round about

them and His spirit was upon them; and

at no period of their history was the

power of God more exhibited than dur-

ing that trying time when God led His

servant to this then wild and forbidding

region.

Since we have been here, He has

blessed us as a people. He has spread us

abroad, and caused us to extend North

and South, and His peace and blessing

have attended the labors and the ad-

ministration of the elders in our midst.

The keys of the Priesthood have been

fully honored, not by man alone, but they

have been honored by God; and the ex-

ercise of that authority which God be-

stowed on Joseph Smith by the minis-

tration of holy angels, has been a bless-

ing to many thousands in this land.

We have had peace, we have had good

government, and the songs and prayers

of the Saints have ascended up from

their habitations unto the Most High

God, and Heaven has been moved in

our behalf, to bless and preserve us

and give us victory and deliverance in

every time of trouble; and when we

have been threatened with any diffi-

culty or calamity, God has always over-

ruled and controlled it, for our good and

for the salvation of His people. Is it

any wonder, then, that Latter-day Saints

should have confidence in the man whom

God has chosen? Many men wonder

and say, "You Latter-day Saints are

bowed down in tyranny and are groan-

ing under despotism. Why are you not

free to exercise your liberty? Why don't

you do as you please? Why do you always

do as your prophet and leader tells you?"

Because we have proved during twenty-

five long years, that God has blessed him

in everything he has told us to do, and

we have been blessed of God in carrying

out his counsels. When we have prayed

to the Almighty to give us wisdom and

humility to obey the counsels of His ser-

vant, He has given unto us His Holy

Spirit and witnessed unto our hearts

that this course was pleasing and accept-

able in His sight. Rebel against him and

his authority! As well might we rebel

against Jehovah Himself, or against Je-

sus! Not that President Young is to

be worshipped, not that Joseph Smith

was to be worshipped, not that Peter or

Moses was to be worshipped. There is

a difference between obedience and idol-

atry, or worship. There is a difference

between submission to the will of God—

at least, I can perceive a difference—and

obeying God's counsels through a man,

and idolizing the man himself, and we

have perceived this difference.

God chooses men as guardians and

shepherds over His people. We are all

of one great family; we are all the chil-

dren of God, and are all alike before Him.

"Yes," says one, "we are all alike, and

therefore there is no distinction between

us." But let me suppose a case. Sup-

pose a man who has a large family of

sons and daughters, were to be called

on a mission to go abroad to preach the

Gospel of Christ, and had to be absent for

years; the members of the family during

his absence would be left to themselves.

But suppose he had a choice son whom

he loved, and who had been implicitly

obedient to him all the days of his life,


