
Lord Jesus Christ for the meager and vague 
ideas of God and His kingdom that pre-
vailed before the people became acquaint-
ed with it? God has given unto us those 
precious blessings. He has gathered us to-
gether from the nations of the earth; He 
has multiplied upon us abundantly, joys 
more precious than gold or silver, namely, 
the riches of eternity; He has given unto 
us wisdom and knowledge and peace; He 
has proved to us most effectively that there 
are riches more precious and far more es-
timable in the sight of God and good and 
virtuous men than the perishable things of 
this world. He has built up a kingdom in 
which these things will be held at their true 
value, for He will cleanse from the midst of 
His people those who idolize riches.

Let me assure you, brethren and sisters, 
if there is anything in our hearts that inter-
feres with our complete love of God and 
our reverence for Him and His work, we 
shall have to banish it, or sooner or later 
we shall lose our standing in the Church of 
God; for He wants a people who will ren-
der implicit obedience to His laws and the 
requirements of His Gospel, and who will 
love Him better than any earthly thing, 
and place a higher value on the gifts of the 
Spirit than on worldly possessions or even 
life itself.

The Lord has proved to us, in the 
midst of the many trials and difficul-
ties with which we have had to contend 
during our brief existence as a Church, 
when surrounded by mobs, when our 
lives were in danger and the lives of our 
leaders were threatened, when the perse-
cutors of the Saints were howling like a 
pack of ravening wolves for the blood of 
this people, that there is something far  
more precious and estimable than mere 
eating and drinking and the pleasures  
and enjoyments of life; although these

things are very good and necessary in their 
place. He has given us His Gospel and 
this Gospel is being carried to all the na-
tions of the earth, and a kingdom is being 
 established.

Jesus said that this Gospel should be 
preached as a witness to all nations, and 
then should the end come. What Gospel? 
Why, the same Gospel Jesus had and to 
which he referred; the same Gospel that 
his apostles had: a Gospel of power, a 
Gospel of blessings, whose Priesthood had 
power and authority from God. It is the 
same Gospel that is now being taught, and 
which has to be preached as a witness to 
all nations, and then shall the end come. 
God is sending forth His messengers to ac-
complish this object. Our Elders have gone 
to the Eastern States by hundreds to lift up 
their warning voices to the people concern-
ing the things which God is doing and is 
about to do in the midst of the inhabitants 
of the earth. For this purpose they go to 
Europe, to the West, to the Islands of the 
Pacific, to Asia and Africa, and they will 
yet traverse every country on the face of the 
whole earth. The millions of Asia will yet 
hear the glad tidings of salvation from the 
Elders of Israel. The yoke of bondage is be-
ing broken and the nations are being freed 
from the grasp of despotism and tyranny. 
Japan now opens her ports; China begins 
to extend her invitation to western civili-
zation, and the time is near at hand when 
the sound of this Gospel, proclaimed by 
the Elders of Israel, will reecho from one 
end of the earth to the other, for it must be 
preached as a witness unto all nations.

We may engage in this work with all 
our hearts in view of the glorious reward 
that is promised unto the faithful; or we 
may fight against it and use our every 
power to consummate its overthrow; it 
makes no difference. The word of the Lord
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