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Almighty has gone forth to the people of

this generation, and it will not remain

unfulfilled. It matters not, therefore,

who band together and plot in secret,

who unite and say we will spoil the plan

and destroy the influence of the work of

God. The Lord will expose their secret

plots and schemes, and He will stand by

His servant whomHe has chosen, so long

as He lives, as He did by His servant

Joseph. He told him that he would save

him though he should be slain.

The Lord permitted the enemies of

the Kingdom of God to take away the

life of His servant Joseph, as He did of

His servants in ancient days. The blood

of the testator was shed, and now the

testament is in full force. Joseph had

lifted up his voice in solemn warning

to the inhabitants of the earth, and de-

clared that God had spoken in these lat-

ter days. But his blood and that of other

holy men and Saints was shed by wicked

men, and their blood, mingled with that

of the martyred Saints of past ages, cries

unto the Lord for vengeance. The very

earth itself groans under the weight of

wickedness and corruption that abound

on its surface, and the Lord has declared

that it shall be delivered. But before

the great day of vengeance shall come,

when wickedness shall be utterly swept

from off the face of the earth, it is nec-

essary that the Elders should proclaim

the Gospel to every nation, kindred and

tongue on the face of the earth, that the

honest in heart may be gathered out and

that a people may be found who shall be

prepared to meet the Lord at His coming.

For this preparation we should give

our whole time and labor to the

purifying of our hearts and house-

holds. We should labor to purify

our cities and settlements, labor to

promulgate the principles of righteous-

ness and to establish truth on the earth

and seek to bring to pass the Zion of God

in its fulness and perfection.

These are the labors which devolve

upon us. Think not, my brethren and

sisters, because God has chosen earthly

vessels to hold this power and author-

ity, that therefore you can treat lightly

the holy Priesthood. I have noticed

from my boyhood, and it has been a

constant lesson to me, that those who

speak against the authorities and lift

their hands against the holy Priesthood

of this Church invariably deny the faith.

I have never seen it otherwise. You

may trace the history of this people from

the beginning and you will find that ev-

ery man who has indulged in this spirit

has always come out and denied the

faith. Such men, when Joseph lived,

said that he had fallen. Since his death

they excuse their conduct by saying that

Brigham has gone astray.

But when the Lord spoke to Joseph

about falling, he said he would have au-

thority to appoint another in his stead,

and that no one would have the right to

act except he was ordained by authority,

or came in through the gate. You may

know by the revelation I have read that

no man can get the authority elsewhere.

It must come through the holy Priest-

hood. Men may say they have heard the

voice of Jesus, or heard this, that or the

other; but you will find that the power of

God will attend the keys, and His bless-

ing will follow the administration of His

servants who hold the authority.

Paul said, "Do ye not know that

the Saints shall judge the world?"

On one occasion Jesus said, "Ye who

have followed me in the regenera-

tion, when the Son of Man shall

sit on the throne of his glory, ye


