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plate and realize that He is our Father and
that Jesus is our elder brother, and that we
have the privilege of overcoming sin and
death, by faith in Jesus and obedience to
His Gospel, and of being exalted into the
presence of the Father and the Son, the
thought should fill our hearts with grati-
tude, praise and humility.

I extend my religion further than a
great many do. I say it is far beyond the
religions of the day; they consists mainly,
of forms and ceremonies, never revealing
to their votaries the object of their creation
and existence, or preparing them to fulfil
their high calling and destiny; but ours
incorporates the whole life of man. Our
religion incorporates and includes all the
duties devolving upon us every day of our
lives, and enables us, if we live according
to the spirit of it, to discharge those sev-
eral duties more honorably and efficiently.
I do not think there is as good a financier
on the earth as my Father in Heaven is; I
do not think there is a being among the
whole human family who understands the
principles of finance as well as He does.
And I believe the same with regard to any
other branch of human knowledge, or of
anything which affects the peace, happi-
ness, comfort, wealth, health, and strength
of body, and in fact the entire welfare,
whether political, social, or physical, of
the children of men, consequently I would
like to have Him dictate my affairs. Why?
That I might become the possessor of
power, wealth, and influence, for all the
influence the children of men ever pos-
sessed they have received from the Father.
Every kingdom that has been set up on
the face of the earth has been set up by the
will of the Father. He sets up a kingdom
here and pulls down another there at His
pleasure. He gives influence and power to
this one and takes them from another; and
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so we see nations come and go. Some indi-
viduals live on the earth rich, noble, pow-
erful, and influential; while others are in
the depths of poverty. All this is permitted
by the Father, and is according to His de-
cree. Every act of the children of men is the
result of their own will and pleasure, but
the results of these acts God overrules.

Our religion incorporates every act and
word of man. No man should go to mer-
chandising unless he does it in God; no
man should go to farming or any other
business unless he does it in the Lord. No
lawyer, no, hold on, I will leave the law-
yers out; we do not want them, we have no
use for them. No man of council should
sit to judge the people but what should
judge in the Lord, that he may righteously
and impartially discern between right and
wrong, truth and error, light and darkness,
justice and injustice. Should any legislature
sit without the Lord? If it does, sooner or
later it will fall to pieces. No nation ever
did live that counseled and transacted its
national affairs without the Lord, but what
sooner or later went to pieces and came to
naught. The same is true of all the nations
that now live or ever will live.

Our work, our everyday labor, our
whole lives are within the scope of our re-
ligion. This is what we believe and what
we try to practice. Yet the Lord permits
a great many things that He never com-
mands. I have frequently heard my old
brethren in the Christian world make re-
marks about the impropriety of indulging
in pastimes and amusements. The Lord
never commanded me to dance, yet |
have danced; you all know it, for my life is
before the world. Yet while the Lord
has never commanded me to do it, He
has permitted it. I do not know that He
ever commanded the boys to go and
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