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every good principle that man could

teach. Let us live as consistently

now as we did then; let us live so

that God will bless us and enable us

to overcome and be saved in His king-

dom, which may He grant for Christ's

sake. Amen.
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There is a passage which will be

found in one of the epistles of John, the

substance of which I will repeat: "Ev-

ery spirit that confesses not that Jesus is

the Christ is not of God." I may not have

given you this passage word for word,

as it is recorded, but I have given you

the substance of it as laid down in the

Scriptures. It is well known by all read-

ers of the Scriptures, that in every age of

our world mankind have had to contend

against a power which is in opposition to

the Almighty. It seems that our world

is infested with those spirits of dark-

ness which were, in the beginning, cast

down from the Almighty, in consequence

of their rebellion against Him; and in ev-

ery age of the world these wicked spir-

its have manifested themselves, and es-

pecially when the Priesthood has been

upon the earth and a dispensation has

been committed from Heaven to man;

then all hell has seemed to be in an

uproar, and the power of all the fallen

angels made manifest. Hence, it is

written, somewhere in the New Testa-

ment, that "we wrestle not against flesh

and blood merely, but against spiritual

wickedness in high places." We not only

have to meet with wicked men, and the

power of the devil manifested in them,

but the Saints of God have always had to

meet with manifestations of power from

beneath—powers not ordained of God,

and which are calculated, if possible, to

deceive the very elect.

Now there are in existence two great

powers: one is of God, including all the

heavenly host—the angels and celestial

beings who dwell in the presence of God

and partake of His glory, holding power

and authority from Him to go forth and

minister according to His command. The

other power is an enemy to God; it is the

power of that being who rebelled against

Him in Heaven, and sought to take pos-

session of the throne of the Almighty. Ac-

cording to the history that is given of

this event, a general council was held

in Heaven about the time of the cre-

ation of this earth. In that council there

was a personage called an angel, who

stood in authority in the presence of


