
some screen as it were? No, they came 
personally, in their glory. They not only 
manifested their persons and their glory, 
but they also spoke and gave them the 
Melchizedek Priesthood, and the holy 
apostleship, which is equivalent to that 
Priesthood, and commanded them to 
organize and build up the Church of God 
on the earth, and to administer by the lay-
ing on of hands to those who were sin-
cerely baptized in water, that they might be 
baptized with the greater baptism—of fire 
and the Holy Ghost.

Here, then, was a succession of manifes-
tations of power from the celestial abode. 
God did not suffer, in those days, Satan 
to make manifestations of his power in a 
very great degree. No such things as spirit 
rappings in those days! No such thing as 
planchette—a little heart-shaped wooden 
thing that the devil makes use of in giving 
revelations, in those days. No such thing 
as tables dancing about the room by the 
power of Satan in those days! No such 
thing as a power seizing upon the hands 
of a man and using them independent of 
his control to write out what were termed 
revelations, in those days! But why didn’t 
the devil manifest these powers long be-
fore that time? Because God would not 
suffer him: the devil is under the control 
of the Almighty in some respects. He has 
fallen, and the Lord will not suffer him 
to go any further than He permits; and 
when the people have not the Gospel and 
Priesthood in their midst, and light and 
knowledge from the heavens, He will not 
suffer the devil to show forth his power 
to deceive and lead them astray; there-
fore He determined that the preliminary 
manifestations should come from the ce-
lestial world, and that the Priesthood with 
its power and authority should be given  
from on high, before He would suffer

the devil to come in and manifest his 
strong delusions!

Suffice it to say, the Church was orga
nized, individuals were baptized by wa-
ter and with the Holy Ghost, and when 
they were filled with the Holy Ghost they 
were oftentimes, in those early stages of 
the Church, covered with a pillar of fire. 
They were immersed in and clothed upon 
with fire, and the Holy Ghost entered their 
hearts and they were filled with the spirit of 
prophecy, and with the gift of tongues, and 
in process of time with the gift of visions, 
and had power to heal the sick and cast out 
devils in the name of Jesus Christ, to build 
up the kingdom of God and establish righ-
teousness upon the face of the earth, so far 
as they could gain influence over the hearts 
of the children of men. But wherever these 
servants of the Most High went persecu-
tion followed them. There was a howl from 
the pulpit from Maine to Texas and from 
one extremity of the Union to the other, 
crying out against new revelation. All the 
papers and periodicals of the day, far and 
near, published articles against the idea of 
receiving new revelation; there seemed to 
be a perfect flood coming from all quarters 
of the land testifying to the supposed ab-
surdity of receiving new communication 
from the Almighty. By and by persecution 
became so great that scores and scores of 
the Saints were put to death in Missouri; 
and this was followed up until the Prophet 
and Patriarch of the Church were martyred 
and the people driven from their homes, 
their property destroyed, and every means 
in the power of the enemy used to uproot 
and destroy the fullness of the Gospel and 
the Priesthood out of the earth.

What  wa s  the  mat t e r  in  those  
days, and why were they so embit- 
t e r e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  p e o p l e ?  “ Y o u
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