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have," said they, "brought us something

so strange! You pretend to visions! You

pretend to new revelations! You pre-

tend that God has spoken! You pretend

that angels have come! You pretend that

God has revealed another record, an-

other Bible! You pretend that you have

received the Priesthood and the apostle-

ship, and for these things you are not

worthy to dwell in our midst! You must

be persecuted from city to city, you must

be driven from your houses and lands,

your property must be confiscated and

destroyed, and there is no power in this

country of ours that can protect you in

those views which you have so strangely

advanced in the midst of this Christian

country."

Was there any polygamy in those

days among the Latter-day Saints? No;

God had not revealed and established

this practice among them in those days;

they were not persecuted for any such

thing, it was not named; but we were

persecuted because we believed in the

same principles that the ancient apos-

tles and Christians believed in. But by

and by, after having shed the blood of

the prophets, and the Saints had been

driven from their lands and from one city

to another, and their property destroyed,

when the wicked had ripened themselves

in iniquity, and prepared themselves in a

great degree for the overwhelming judg-

ments of the Almighty, and when they

found that the people were not to be

put down by persecution, and that we

would continue publishing these new tid-

ings, far and wide, the devil took an-

other turn. What was it? Said he,

"I see they cannot be put down with

persecution, they go forth and the peo-

ple will believe them more or less; we

cannot destroy them, and if we destroy

their property and drive them from place

to place it makes no difference, so I

will show them that the world can have

revelation enough," and he commenced.

But instead of calling upon men and

beginning something great and good,

in a godlike manner, he called upon

certain females, residing not far from

where the plates of the Book of Mor-

mon were found, where the people had

been warned, perhaps, longer than in

any other portion of the United States.

These ladies, Misses Fox by name, be-

gan bringing forth supernatural mani-

festations. Others did the same in a

short time, and they have continued un-

til the present day and have spread over

the whole United States and many other

parts of the world. If you go forth and

make inquiries in regard to these man-

ifestations, you will find that there are

several millions of people in this coun-

try that believe in them. What a change

between now and forty years ago! Then

you could scarcely find one in the whole

Christian world that would admit the

probability of new revelation or super-

natural manifestations; now there are

millions in the United States alone!

Do these manifestations affect, for

good, those who believe in them? Do they

cause them to repent of their sins? No;

they who blaspheme the name of God

almost with every breath, and that will

cheat and take every advantage possi-

ble of their brethren; they who will lie

and steal and do every species of wicked-

ness and abominations are the very ones

that the devil works through; still the

whole Christian world, apparently, are

now willing to admit new revelation. Oh,

yes! They have forgotten how they perse-

cuted the Latter-day Saints because they

believed in new revelation, and they can

now believe in revelation by wholesale!

They will not believe in records given

through the medium of the prophets;


