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but they are ready enough to believe if a
wicked man who will blaspheme the name
of Jesus is the medium and is made a par-
ticipant in this great power. Such charac-
ters do not need any organization from
God, they do not need any baptism, ordi-
nances or Priesthood.

The devil has invented various names
for his manifestations in order to get the
people to swallow them down; the same
as the doctors. When they wish to ad-
minister some nauseous kind of medicine,
they sweeten it up a little. So the devil has
sweetened up these things in such a way
that he has got almost all these manifes-
tations under the name of science. If you
want to see a species of devilism made
manifest, it comes out under a scientific
phraseology, under the specious name of
electrobiology, animal magnetism, or some
such popular name—names that have been
given to real sciences, which have their
laws, founded in nature, are now given to
these supernatural manifestations. Why
does Satan use these artifices? Because the
people at the present day have become nat-
urally scientific, or a great many of them
have; and the devil thinks if he can only
invent a real, nice, beautiful name, with
some resemblance to a scientific name, a
great many of these persons will swallow it
down, and think it all right.

Several years ago, about the time of
the commencement of the war, Brother
Erastus Snow and myself were down
in New York City. Spiritualism, at
that time, was all the order of the day.
Almost all those old members of the
Church that had been in Nauvoo and
Kirtland and had apostatized, had fled
into New York, Philadelphia, St. Louis,
and throughout the Eastern cities; and in
going through any of these cities, if you
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heard anything about these apostates, you
would hear about them being great me-
diums: there was scarcely a case but what
they were spiritual mediums. Some of the
worst kind of apostates—apostates who
had turned away from everything good,
from every principle of righteousness, had
become great mediums. Some of them
were writing mediums; some of them
would work with a table; some would have
manifestations in one way and some in an-
other.

While brother Snow and I were in New
York, a very learned judge, a man very
noted for his great attainments, and who
had been a judge in the city of New York,
I think his name was Edmunds, gave us
an interview. We promised to meet him
early in the evening. I think we stayed un-
til nearly twelve at night and talked with
that man. He had written a great many
works in relation to spiritualism, and had
lectured at New York and other places to
very large assemblies in regard to its truth.
We were very glad to have an opportunity
of hearing from his own mouth something
about these supernatural manifestations.
We did not expect to gain any particular
light, any further than this—while trav-
eling on a mission abroad we wished to
know how to detect the devil on his own
ground, in relation to those things we had
continually to meet with. Mr. Edmunds
told us about the mediums speaking in
Greek and in Latin; about persons who
had never learned to write and had never
written a word in their lives, whose arms
had been taken possession of, and their
writing a great variety of writing; also
about bells being carried about the room
and rung. He also informed us that many
persons had not only seen and heard these
manifestations, but they had actually seen
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