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them many instructions, which Mr.

Godbe read to me; he also read to me

many instructions purporting to have

come from Heber C. Kimball and Joseph

Smith, and he told me there was a great

deal more that they did not let me see.

Probably I was not strong enough in the

faith to see it. These statements were

made to me in the most perfect plain-

ness. I told them, "I do not believe

in the truthfulness of your manifesta-

tions. I believe you have had manifes-

tations, just as you say, but I do not be-

lieve that Peter, James, John, Solomon,

Joseph Smith, Heber Kimball or Jesus

has been to you. I do not believe one of

them has been to you, it is the devil, just

the same as he has manifested himself in

the world." "Oh," said they, "here is the

difference between us and them: we be-

lieve in the Priesthood; we believe in plu-

rality of wives; we believe in the order of

the Church," and so on. Said I, "Don't

you know that the devil would be very

foolish, if he wished to lead astray men

who had been in this Church, who had

been taught for years to believe the prin-

ciples you believe in, if he should under-

take to lead them astray by telling them

there was no truth in all these things?

The devil can adapt himself to the be-

lief of any person. If you believed in plu-

rality he would make you think it was

all right. If he could get you to swallow

down one or two great lies that would

effect your destruction, and which you

would preach and destroy many others,

he would not mind how many truths you

might believe. He would be willing that

you should believe a great many things

absolutely true if he could only deceive

you and lead you astray and get you to

reject some of the fundamental princi-

ples of your salvation, and the salva-

tion of the people." "But O," said they,

"how happy we feel! We do not feel

any animosity to anyone; no anger in

our bosoms. We love the President and

his council; we love the Twelve and the

whole Church."

"Now," said I, "supposing, for argu-

ment's sake, that you really believe these

manifestations were from God, but that

the personages calling themselves Peter,

James, John, Joseph, Jesus, Heber C.

Kimball were not those personages at

all, so long as your faith was fixed that

they were what they represented them-

selves to be, what would be your feel-

ings about it? You would die for it, just

the same as the Pagans will do for their

idol worship; just the same as thousands

have done among the false sects of Chris-

tendom in ages past. They were sincere,

they had joy in their works, but by and

by, as the Book of Mormon says, 'the end

comes and they are hewn down and cast

into the fire.'"

So those men have joy in their works;

they are as happy as happy can be, ap-

parently, because they believe in these

simple, foolish, vain, false spirits that

have taken advantage of them to lead

them astray. Said I, "The true rea-

son that I do not believe in any of your

manifestations is, that your 'manifesto,'

that you have published and sent forth

among the people, contains things so

absolutely in opposition to the Book of

Doctrine and Covenants that I know no

good angel or spirit ever revealed them

to you." Mr. Godbe wanted to know in

what respects. I pointed out a number

of things where they come out in op-

position to that book. In order to get

around this he told me that the spir-

its had manifested that it (the Book of

Doctrine and Covenants) was not to be

relied upon in the fullest sense of the

word, in our present state of light and

knowledge; that those revelations and


