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commandments were given in our weak-

ness; but that God had greater light to

give us now, hence we must not take

them exactly as they are.

I referred to the Book of Doctrine and

Covenants, in opposition to their "man-

ifesto," to show how the Lord and His

Priesthood were to govern and control in

temporal as well as in spiritual things;

"but," said I, "your spirits teach that they

must only teach the spiritual things, and

have no business to assume control in

temporal concerns, but let every man fol-

low the bent of his own mind." "This,"

said I, "proves to me that your spirits

never came from God." I was very gen-

tle with them; did not express myself

harshly, but in a plain and pointed man-

ner.

I have taken up this subject, of false

and true spiritual manifestations, and

laid it before this congregation on the

spur of the moment. I inquired of brother

Brigham, as I came on the stand, on

what subject I should speak, and he

said, "Every spirit that confesses that Je-

sus is the Christ is of God, and every

spirit that does not confess this is not of

God." The nature of these spirits, in their

manifestations, is to lessen the power

and authority of the great Redeemer, as

our God and the Lord of this creation.

You go among the Spiritualists abroad

and you can scarcely find one individual

that will acknowledge the power, glory

and greatness of our Redeemer. So it

is with those who manifest themselves

here. They dare not come out all at

once; but, as I told them, "You are so

infatuated, so led astray by these false

manifestations, and you believe them so

firmly, I see no possible hope for your

recovery, until, perhaps, at some future

time the revelations that you will get

may be so absurd as to stagger your own

faith; then you may go into infidelity."

I expect this. I find that this is the

case with these manifestations abroad.

The mediums will work at them for a

season, but they find so many absurdi-

ties and contradictions, that they finally

relinquish them, and turn to infidelity,

and say, "There is no truth in anything."

Pardon me for speaking so plain. I

did not pledge myself whenMessrs. Har-

rison and Godbe spoke to me about their

manifestations that I would hold my

peace. I told them I had spoken very

pointedly against their principles, and I

intended to do so in the future, believing,

with all my heart, and knowing that they

were not from Heaven.

Did they see any of these person-

ages? Both of them say they saw none

of them; it was merely a voice that they

heard. They pretended to have seen

a light when Jesus came; after he had

talked a little while they say they saw a

little light, but no personage.

How very different were the mani-

festations I have laid before you, when

Jesus ministered to Joseph Smith, and

when the angels came to him! He not

only heard their voices but saw their

persons and their glory, and how they

were dressed; and he was inspired to

build up the kingdom of God and bring

forth the records of the Book of Mor-

mon. How very different from this is

this covering themselves up in the dark

to deceive! The whole spirit world in the

lower orders is full of deception, and un-

less you have something to detect and

understand the true from the false you

are liable to be led astray and destroyed.

I do not know that I need say any-

thing further about these two pow-

ers, only that all evil powers will

go to their own place; and, un-

less these men repent, the same be-

ing that has power over them here


