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in the flesh will hold them in captivity in
the next world; unless they repent, the
same being who gives them revelation here
will hold the mastery over them there,
and will control them; and if they do not
find a dictating and controlling power in

the Priesthood, they will find it among
those beings to whom they have yielded
themselves subject to obey; and so will ev-
ery other person that yields to false influ-
ences: they will be overcome and Satan will
destroy them, unless they repent. Amen.
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SYNOPSIS OF REMARKS

BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, AT THE FUNERAL OF THE LATE PRESIDENT
DANIEL SPENCER, ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1868, AT THE
13TH WARD ASSEMBLY ROOMS, GREAT SALT LAKE CITY

“Blessed are the dead that die in the
Lord: Yea, saith the Spirit, henceforth they
rest from their labors;” or, in other words,
blessed are those who have received the
Priesthood of the Son of God, and have
honored it in their lives. Those who have
honored their calling and Priesthood to
the end die in the Lord, and their works do
follow them. Our brother has lived faithful
during his life, and has gone to his rest. We
do not mourn as others do. We can truly
say that we have a hope—a knowledge.
The way of life and salvation has been re-
vealed to us, giving us knowledge of the
present and future. We rejoice. Shall we re-
joice that we have the opportunity of pay-
ing the last respects due to this lifeless clay,
which a few days ago was alive and active,
full of spirit, attending the High Council,
giving decisions full of knowledge? Yes,
we will rejoice. It is a matter of rejoicing
more than the day of his birth. It is true it
is grievous to part with our friends. We are
creatures of passion, of sympathy, of love,
and it is painful for us to part with our
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friends. We would keep them in the mor-
tal house, though they should suffer pain.
Are we not selfish in this? Should we not
rather rejoice at the departure of those
whose lives have been devoted to doing
good, to a good old age? Brother Spencer
has lived beyond what is counted to be
the common age of man some four or five
years; his judgment was as active as it was
twenty-five years ago. He has been faith-
ful in this holy war. He instructed all with
whom he met in the way of life. He never
gave counsel but what marked the way to
life everlasting.

I say to the wives and children and rela-
tions, we have more reason to rejoice for
Daniel Spencer today, than on any day of
his mortal life. He lives—he has gone on
a mission. We are taking steps to the very
place he has gone to. That which was made
subject to sin through the fall, has fled to
its eternal place. This is only a mystery to
those who do not understand. But we have
joy in the dissolution of the body. While
the spirit remains in the body, it is liable
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