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to sin and overthrow. We are only pre-

served by the grace of God and our own

faithfulness. Brother Spencer was, while

in the body, subject to temptations and

the vanities that are in the world. So

with us. That silent clay is consigned

to rest, and the spirit is free—gone to

God who gave it. How far had he to go

to get to the Lord? According to the an-

cients, he is dwelling there. David says,

"If I were to flee to the uttermost parts

of the earth, thou art there." God is ev-

erywhere by His Spirit, and his spirit is

free—it can see the Lord as well in this

room as to travel millions of miles away.

If he is watching us now, he has not

the privilege of speaking to us. God has

placed the spirits of the departed subject

to bounds, and they are controlled by cer-

tain laws. They have not the privilege of

joining with us in our mental exercises;

yet brother Spencer is in the presence of

the Lord. Shall we be in the presence

of God, as brother Spencer is? Yes, if

we are faithful, for we have the privi-

lege of being crowned with immortality

and eternal lives. All people have their

guardian angels. Whether our departed

dead guard us is not for me to say. I can

say we have our guardian angels.

I say to the family of brother Spencer,

there is no cause to mourn. This body

is sown in mortality. This taberna-

cle is from the elements of the earth.

We are of the earth, earthy, yet this

tabernacle, through faithfulness whilst

here in the flesh, has the promise of

a glorious resurrection. If the spirit

brought into subjection the whole man,

bringing every portion of the flesh sub-

ject to the law of God, it has the

promise of a resurrection. All the com-

ponent parts of this body, which now

lies before us, will be resurrected, and

be prepared to enter into the presence

of the Father and the Son. Some have

supposed that it matters not what parti-

cles we receive again. In this they are

mistaken. The parts which have been

honored by the faithfulness of the spirit

in this life will be joined in the life to

come.

It has been the idea of many that the

spirit goes directly to God who gave it.

Does it remain there? Go on the great

battlefield of the past, and if they could

be seen the spirits of the slain are hover-

ing around their dust. They stay about

this earth until there is another call for

them. The kingdom and place where

brother Spencer is called to dwell, he will

be in. Every departed spirit is subject

to the laws that govern the spirit world.

What do we gain by being faithful to the

Gospel of the Son of God? We gain life

and salvation. Salvation in this world

and the world to come. When they leave

the body those spirits are free from the

power of the enemy. There are wicked

men in the spirit world. Millions of them

will have the privilege of receiving the

Gospel in the spirit, that they may be

judged according to men in the flesh, and

no doubt but many will reject the Gospel

there. Jesus went to preach to the spirits

in prison. The faithful Elders who leave

this world will preach to the spirits in

the spirit world. In that world there are

millions and millions to every Elder who

leaves here, and yet every spirit will be

preached to that has had a tabernacle on

the earth and become accountable.

This is the plan of salvation. Je-

sus will never cease his work un-

til all are brought up to the enjoy-

ment of a kingdom in the mansions

of his Father, where there are many

kingdoms and many glories, to suit

the works and faithfulness of all men

that have lived on the earth. Some

will obey the celestial law and receive


