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of its glory, some will abide the terres-

trial and some the telestial, and others

will receive a glory. Our brother is living

today, and is bright with intelligence to

preach the Gospel in the spirit world. We

know where his remains are. They are

here. But where is his spirit? He is in the

line of his duty, and prepared to do more

good than if he were upon the earth. As

quickly as the spirit is unlocked from

this house of clay, it is free to travel

with lightning speed to any planet, or

fixed star, or to the uttermost part of the

earth, or to the depths of the sea, ac-

cording to the will of Him who dictates.

Every faithful man's labor will continue

as long as the labor of Jesus, until all

things are redeemed that can be re-

deemed, and presented to the Father.

There is a great work before us. We

plant the seed in the ground and it comes

forth, being warmed by the sun and

nourished by the earth. By the same

great laws of God the earth and its full-

ness have been produced, giving various

degrees of intelligence. The Lord is rais-

ing a crop, and He will continue to labor

until the work is finished.

May we all be faithful as brother

Spencer was. I say to his family, God

bless you. You have cause to rejoice. In

1840 he was ready to go into the grave

with consumption, but he embraced the

Gospel, health was restored to him, and

he has lived to a good old age and has

done a good work. May God bless you.

Amen.
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When Joseph Smith was about 15

years old there was, in the western part

of the State of New York, a considerable

excitement upon the subject of religion.

The various denominations in that part

of the country were stirred up with a

spirit of revival. They held protracted

meetings and many were converted. At

the end of this excitement a scramble en-

sued as to which of the denominations

should have the proselytes.

Of the family of Joseph Smith,

his mother, his brothers Hyrum and

Samuel, and sister Sophronia, became

members of the Presbyterian Church.

Joseph reflected much upon the subject

of religion, and was astonished at the ill-

feeling that seemed to have grown out of

the division of the spoils, if wemay so use

the term, at the close of the reformation.

He spent much time in prayer and reflec-

tion and in seeking the Lord. He was led

to pray upon the subject in consequence

of the declaration of the Apostle James:

"If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of

God, that giveth to all men liberally, and

upbraideth not." [James, 1st chap., 5th


