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and also enabled them to diffuse infor-

mation on the subject, which proved of

general benefit. This location is so high

in the mountains, the latitude about 41

degrees and the altitude so great that

nearly every one thought it was impos-

sible to raise fruit, but some continued

to plant. In the second year of their ar-

rival here their settlement was increased

by nearly a thousand wagons from the

East and a few from the West. The

third year the immigration continued. In

1849 a handsome sum of money was con-

tributed as a foundation for the Perpet-

ual Emigration Fund, and Bishop Ed-

ward Hunter went East to aid those to

emigrate who could not do so by their

own means. While the Saints were sur-

rounded by their enemies on every hand

in Illinois, they entered into a solemn

covenant within the walls of the Temple

at Nauvoo that they would exert them-

selves to the extent of their influence and

property to aid every Latter-day Saint

that desired to gather to the mountains.

This covenant they did not forget, and

the very moment they began to gather

a little surplus they commenced to use

it to aid their brethren and sisters left

behind. At first they purchased, in the

East, cattle and wagons necessary to

bring the emigrants here; but in a few

years they raised cattle here, and sent

their teams to the Missouri River year

after year, sometimes two hundred and

sometimes three hundred, and they have

sent as many as five hundred teams, for

several successive seasons—a team be-

ing four yoke of oxen (or their equiva-

lent in horses and mules), a wagon, a

teamster, also the necessary officers and

night guard for each company of fifty

wagons. In this way they continued to

bring their brethren not only from every

part of the United States, but also from

Europe, Asia, Africa, and Australia. This

system of emigration is continued up to

the present time, and has resulted in

bringing many of the Saints together,

and has materially increased the popu-

lation of Utah.

In the early settlement of the Terri-

tory, the Latter-day Saints had other ob-

stacles to contend with besides those al-

ready referred to. In 1849, and for sev-

eral years after, a considerable number

of men passed through here on their way

to the gold mines in California. Num-

bers of them would have perished had

it not been for the provisions and sup-

plies unexpectedly obtained here. They

knew not how to outfit themselves for

such a journey, and were unwilling to

abide the restraints of organization nec-

essary for their own preservation on the

Plains. Hence they wore out their teams

and quarreled with each other, and ar-

rived here in every conceivable stage of

destitution. Upon their arrival here they

were treated as friends, employed, and

furnished with the necessary outfit as

far it could be obtained. I may say

that tens of thousands received the as-

sistance necessary to enable them to pro-

ceed to California to realize, if possible,

their visions of gold. While the Latter-

day Saints were pursuing this course,

they too were tempted with a spirit of go-

ing to the gold mines. The counsel given

to the brethren by President Young was

to stay at home, make their farms, culti-

vate the earth, build houses, and plant

gardens and orchards. But many pre-

ferred to go to the mines, and they went;

but I believe that in every instance those

who went returned, not having made as

much as if they had followed the coun-

sel given. There was this difference:

the men who went to California could

dig a hole and take a little gold out of

it; but after a time the supply of gold


